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Mad as Hell

The behind-the-scenes story of the making of the iconic movie Network, which transformed the way 
we think about television and the way television thinks about us "I'm mad as hell, and I'm not going to 
take this anymore!" Those words, spoken by an unhinged anchorman named Howard Beale, "the mad 
prophet of the airwaves," took America by storm in 1976, when Network became a sensation. With 
a superb cast (including Faye Dunaway, William Holden, Peter Finch, and Robert Duvall) directed by 
Sidney Lumet, the film won four Academy Awards and indelibly shaped how we think about corporate 
and media power. In Mad As Hell, Dave Itzkoff of The New York Times recounts the surprising and 
dramatic story of how Network made it to the screen. Such a movie rarely gets made any more—one 
man's vision of the world, independent of studio testing or market research. And that man was Paddy 
Chayefsky, the tough, driven, Oscar-winning screenwriter whose vision—outlandish for its time—is all 
too real today. Itzkoff uses interviews with the cast and crew, as well as Chayefsky's notes, letters, and 
drafts to re-create the action in front of and behind the camera at a time of swirling cultural turmoil. The 
result is a riveting account that enriches our appreciation of this prophetic and still-startling film. Itzkoff 
also speaks with today's leading broadcasters and filmmakers to assess Network's lasting impact on 
television and popular culture. They testify to the enduring genius of Paddy Chayefsky, who foresaw 
the future and whose life offers an unforgettable lesson about the true cost of self-expression.

Professional and Business Ethics Through Film

This book considers ethical issues arising in professional and business settings and the role of 
individuals making decisions and coping with moral dilemmas. Readers can benefit from engagement 
in filmic narratives, as a simulated environment for developing a stance towards ethical challenges. 
The book starts by elaborating on critical thinking and on normative ethical theories, subsequently 
presenting the structure and cinematic elements of narrative film. These two avenues are tools for 
evaluating films and for discussions on various ethical problems in contemporary business, including: 
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the corporate and banking financial machinations (greed, fraud, social responsibility); workplace ethical 
challenges (harassment, violence, inequity, inequality); professional and business ethical challenges 
(corruption, whistleblowing, outsourcing, downsizing, competition, and innovation); environmental and 
social issues; international business and human rights; and personal responsibility and identity chal-
lenges due to career pressures, loss of privacy and cyber harassment, and job structure changes in 
light of changing technology.

Television and Serial Adaptation

As American television continues to garner considerable esteem, rivalling the seventh art in its "cine-
matic" aesthetics and the complexity of its narratives, one aspect of its development has been relatively 
unexamined. While film has long acknowledged its tendency to adapt, an ability that contributed to its 
status as narrative art (capable of translating canonical texts onto the screen), television adaptations 
have seemingly been relegated to the miniseries or classic serial. From remakes and reboots to 
transmedia storytelling, loose adaptations or adaptations which last but a single episode, the recycling 
of pre-existing narrative is a practice that is just as common in television as in film, and this text seeks 
to rectify that oversight, examining series from M*A*S*H to Game of Thrones, Pride and Prejudice to 
Castle.

Robin

'This well-written page-turner is the definitive biography of the genius of Robin Williams, whose life 
redefines the highs and lows of the American dream' - Steve Martin 'Tenderly written . . . frequently 
hilarious' - Sunday Times From his rapid-fire stand-up comedy riffs to his breakout role in Mork & Mindy 
and his Academy Award-winning performance in Good Will Hunting, Robin Williams was a singularly 
innovative and beloved entertainer. He often came across as a man possessed, holding forth on culture 
and politics while mixing in personal revelations – all with mercurial, tongue-twisting intensity as he 
inhabited and shed one character after another with lightning speed. But as Dave Itzkoff shows in 
this revelatory biography, Williams’s comic brilliance masked a deep well of conflicting emotions and 
self-doubt, which he drew upon in his comedy and in celebrated films like Dead Poets Society; Good 
Morning, Vietnam; The Fisher King; Aladdin; and Mrs Doubtfire, where he showcased his limitless gift 
for improvisation to bring to life a wide range of characters. And in Good Will Hunting he gave an 
intense and controlled performance that revealed the true range of his talent. Robin by Dave Itzkoff 
shows how Williams struggled mightily with addiction and depression – topics he discussed openly 
while performing and during interviews – and with a debilitating condition at the end of his life that 
affected him in ways his fans never knew. Drawing on more than a hundred original interviews with 
family, friends and colleagues, as well as extensive archival research, Robin is a fresh and original 
look at a man whose work touched so many lives. ______________ '[Itzkoff] has written a book about 
the truth and the pain that lies in comedy, and the price paid by a sensitive soul' - Amy Poehler 'An 
amazing read' - Patton Oswalt

Network

Typescript, dated 2/5/19. Title page missing. Typescript marked with pencil by videographer. Used by 
The New York Public Library's Theatre on Film and Tape Archive on June 4, 2019, when videorecording 
the stage production starring Bryan Cranston at the Belasco Theatre, 111 West 44th Street, New York, 
N.Y., which opened Dec. 6, 2018, directed by Ivo van Hove.

Gene Hackman

Gene Hackman (b. 1930) has been described as the best actor of his generation. During almost half a 
century as an American film, television and stage actor, film producer and author, he was nominated 
for five Academy Awards, winning the Best Actor for The French Connection (1971) and the Best 
Supporting Actor for Unforgiven (1992), as well as three Golden Globes and two BAFTAs. This study 
examines his film work in detail, with a filmography/videography included.

Mad as Hell

"That Paddy Chayefsky was the greatest writer ever to emerge from television's fabled "Golden Age" 
is unquestionable. But that his work for television, theatre, and film firmly places him alongside his 
most heralded contemporaries - Arthur Miller, William Inge, and Tennessee Williams - is the compelling 



thesis of Mad as Hell: The Life and Work of Paddy Chayefsky by Shaun Considine." "In Considine's 
exhaustively researched biography of Chayefsky, we examine the formative roots of the only individual 
screenwriter ever to win three Academy Awards (for Marty, The Hospital, and Network). From his 
boyhood in the Bronx to his tumultuous years in Hollywood, Chayefsky emerges here as an ambitious 
man, devoted in his friendships, hesitant and shy in romance, yet fierce and exacting as a creative force. 
His genius for capturing the American vernacular elicited classic performances by such legends as 
Bette Davis, Kim Stanley, and George C. Scott, and his larger-than-life personality garnered him close 
relationships with such varied notables as Laurence Olivier, Elizabeth Taylor, Kim Novak, Bob Fosse, 
and playwright Herb Gardner. And for each friendship there also seemed to be a fight: Chayefsky's 
vengeful brawl with Marilyn Monroe and Arthur Miller, his tempestuous struggles with Edward G. 
Robinson, Burt Lancaster, Zero Mostel, and Ken Russell, and his politically charged hatred for Vanessa 
Redgrave are just a few of the conflicts detailed here." "Throughout his fifty-eight years, Paddy 
Chayefsky was a man in search of understanding - of both himself and his changing world. Unhappily, 
a sense of fulfillment and of his own identity would remain beyond his grasp until his final days. His 
hopeful optimism in the 1950s evolved into a resolutely skeptical view of contemporary life, as he 
confronted in his scripts the military, the medical and television industries, and even man's relationship 
to God. In Mad as Hell, Shaun Considine gives us, at last, a full picture of a unique latter-century 
American genius."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All 
Rights Reserved

That's the Way It Is

Ever since Newton Minow taught us sophisticates to bemoan the descent of television into a vast 
wasteland, the dyspeptic chorus of jeremiahs who insist that television news in particular has gone 
from gold to dross gets noisier and noisier. Charles Ponce de Leon says here, in effect, that this is 
misleading, if not simply fatuous. He argues in this well-paced, lively, readable book that TV news 
has changed in response to broader changes in the TV industry and American culture. It is pointless 
to bewail its "decline.” That’s the Way It Is gives us the very first history of American television news, 
spanning more than six decades, from "Camel News Caravan” to "Countdown with Keith Oberman” and 
"The Daily Show.” Starting in the latter 1940s, television news featured a succession of broadcasters 
who became household names, even presences: Eric Sevareid, Walter Cronkite, David Brinkley, Peter 
Jennings, Brian Williams, Katie Couric, and, with cable expansion, people like Glenn Beck, Jon Stewart, 
and Bill O’Reilly. But behind the scenes, the parallel story is just as interesting, involving executives, 
producers, and journalists who were responsible for the field’s most important innovations. Included 
with mainstream network news programs is an engaging treatment of news magazines like 60 Minutes 
and 20/20, as well as morning news shows like Today and Good Morning America. Ponce de Leon gives 
ample attention to the establishment of cable networks (CNN, and the later competitors, Fox News 
and MSNBC), mixing in colorful anecdotes about the likes of Roger Ailes and Roone Arledge. Frothy 
features and other kinds of entertainment have been part and parcel of TV news from the start; viewer 
preferences have always played a role in the evolution of programming, although the disintegration of a 
national culture since the 1970s means that most of us no longer follow the news as a civic obligation. 
Throughout, Ponce de Leon places his history in a broader cultural context, emphasizing tensions 
between the "public service” mission of TV news and the quest for profitability and broad appeal.

The Enchantments of Mammon

Eugene McCarraher challenges the conventional view of capitalism as a force for disenchantment. 
From Puritan and evangelical valorizations of profit to the heavenly Fordist city, the mystically animated 
corporation, and the deification of the market, capitalism has hijacked our intrinsic longing for divinity, 
laying hold to our souls.

Sidney Lumet

ÿ Punctilious to a fault, Sidney Lumet favored intense rehearsal, which enabled him to bring in most of 
his films under budget and under schedule. An energized director who captured the heart of New York 
like no other, he created a vast canon of work that stands as a testament to his passionate concern for 
justice and his great empathy for the hundreds of people with whom he collaborated during a career 
that spanned more than five decades. This is the first full-scale biography of a man who is generally 
regarded as one of the most affable directors of his time. Using the oral testimonies of those who 



worked with him both behind and in front of the camera, this book explores Lumet's personality and 
working methods.

The Drop Dead Funny '70s

This work offers a critical examination of 130 commercially-released film comedies of the 1970s. It 
considers the socio-political circumstances of each year of the decade, then critiques each film released 
that year with a focus on its effect on the film industry and the art of big screen comedy, as well as 
the emergence of talents whose work influenced (or was influenced by) the zeitgeist of the decade. 
Covering popular titles like M*A*S*H, Blazing Saddles, American Graffiti, The Bad News Bears, Smokey 
and the Bandit and many more, it argues that the 1970s may rightly be considered the last golden age 
of film comedy.

Escape Philosophy

The physical body has often been seen as a prison, as something to be escaped by any means 
necessary: technology, mechanization, drugs and sensory deprivation, alien abduction, Rapture, or 
even death and extinction. Taking in horror movies from David Cronenberg and UFO encounters, 
metal bands such as Godflesh, ketamine experiments, AI, and cybernetics, Escape Philosophy is an 
exploration of the ways that human beings have sought to make this escape, to transcend the limits of 
the human body, to find a way out. As the physical world continues to crumble at an ever-accelerating 
rate, and we are faced with a particularly 21st-century kind of dread and dehumanization in the face 
of climate collapse and a global pandemic, Escape Philosophy asks what this escape from our bodies 
might look like, and if it is even possible.

Lads

"What I wanted after college was a job and my own apartment, but what I needed was a good 
comeuppance, and that’s what I got." When Dave Itzkoff graduated from Princeton in 1998–the first 
member of his family to earn a college degree–he expected to be rewarded with a career, and a life, that 
mattered. Instead, he ended up convinced that he was selling the entire institution of manhood down 
the river. After a series of personal and professional experiences stripped him of any lingering sense of 
entitlement, Itzkoff found himself working as an editor at Maxim, the pugnacious frontrunner in a new 
breed of men’s periodicals dubbed "lad magazines." There, he was initiated into a culture of heavily 
retouched girlie pictorials, dirty jokes, disingenuous sex advice, and shopping guides for expensive 
electronic gadgetry. And as Maxim continued its inexorable rise to become the most successful men’s 
magazine in modern publishing history, Itzkoff was left wondering what his work–and his life–really 
meant. Lads is the hilarious, heartbreaking story of Dave Itzkoff's efforts to define himself as a man 
while working at a magazine that was purveying a vision of young manhood–a state of perpetual 
adolescence–that was seductive to all but viable for none. Lads takes us deep inside one young man’s 
struggle with identity, responsibility, and sexuality, in an unsparingly candid account of how men really 
relate to one another, as fathers and sons, as employers and employees, as colleagues and friends. 
Lads is trenchant. Lads is perceptive. Lads is alarmingly funny. This is an unforgettable debut from a 
young writer of astounding talent.

Hank and Jim

Biographer and film historian Scott Eyman spoke with Fonda's widow and children as well as three 
of Stewart's children, plus actors and directors who had worked with the men - in addition to doing 
extensive archival research to get the full details of their time together. Print run 100,000.

Cocaine's Son

The New York Times cultural reporter and author of Lads describes the impact of his drug-addict father 
on his early childhood, tracing his efforts as an adult to rebuild their relationship and untangle his 
father's tragic and complicated past.

Within the Context of No Context

Written originally for a special issue of The New Yorker and reissued here with a new forward by the 
author, Within the Context of No Context is George W. S. Trow's brilliant exposition on the state of 
American culture and twentieth-century life. Published to widespread acclaim, Within the Context of 



No Context became an immediate classic and is, to this day, a favorite work of writers and critics alike. 
Both a chilling commentary on the times in which it was written and an eerie premonition of the future, 
Trow's work locates and traces, describes and analyzes the components of change in contemporary 
America -- a culture increasingly determined by the shallow worlds of consumer products, daytime 
television, and celebrity heroes. "This elegant little book is essential reading for anyone interested in 
the demise, the terminal silliness, of our culture." -- John Irving, The New York Times Book Review; 
"In this elegant, poignant essay, written with the grace of a master stylist, George Trow articulates the 
accelerated impermanence of American culture with a precision that is both flaunting and devastating." 
-- Rudy Wurlitrer; "Within the Context of No Context is a masterpiece of the century that belongs on a 
shelf next to Theodore Adorno's Minima Moralia and Guy Debord's The Society of the Spectacle." -- 
Michael Tolkin; "Within the Context of No Context may appear to be a book of the mind, for it is suffused 
with such a keen intelligence, but it is actually a book of the heart -- passionate, brave, and stirring." -- 
Sue Halpern.

You Talkin' to Me?

This deep dive into hundreds of Hollywood’s most iconic and beloved lines is a must-have for every 
film buff. "You Talkin’ to Me?" is a fun, fascinating, and exhaustively reported look at all the iconic 
Hollywood movie quotes we know and love, from Casablanca to Dirty Harry and The Godfather to Mean 
Girls. Drawing on interviews, archival sleuthing, and behind-the-scenes details, the book examines the 
origins and deeper meanings of hundreds of film lines: how they’ve impacted, shaped, and reverberated 
through the culture, defined eras in Hollywood, and become cemented in the modern lexicon. Packed 
with film stills, sidebars, lists, and other fun detours throughout movie history, the book covers all genres 
and a diverse range of directors, writers, and audiences.

Leading Lady

The definitive biography of movie executive and philanthropist Sherry Lansing traces her groundbreak-
ing journey to become the first female head of a major motion picture studio, sharing behind-the-scenes 
tales from movie sets and Hollywood boardrooms. When Sherry Lansing became the first woman ever 
to be named president of a major studio, the news ricocheted around the world. That was just the 
beginning of an extraordinary run that saw her head two studios, make hundreds of films, produce 
classic pictures such as Fatal Attraction and rule for twenty-five years as the most powerful woman 
Hollywood has ever known. Award-winning writer Stephen Galloway takes us behind the scenes of 
Lansing's epic journey—inside the battles; up close with the stars; and into the heart of a creative world 
populated by the likes of Meryl Streep, Steven Spielberg, Jane Fonda, Angelina Jolie and Tom Cruise. 
He shows us the velvet touch that masked the iron hand, and the roller-coaster drama behind such 
movies as Titanic, Forrest Gump, Braveheart and Saving Private Ryan. Above all, he takes us into the 
mind of Lansing, creating a revealing portrait of a dynamic, driven woman who overcame unimaginable 
odds, pushed boundaries and left Hollywood at the peak of her power to achieve the life she wanted.

Totally Scripted

The language of Hollywood resonates beyond the stage and screen because it often has inherent dra-
ma—or comedic effect. This volume contains a combination of approximately 100 expertly researched 
essays on words, phrases and idioms made famous by Hollywood along with the stories behind 30 
or so of the most iconic—and ultimately often used—quotes from films. There are also sidebars that 
focus on other ways the entertainment world has changed language. For instance, stories behind stars 
whose names have been used for drinks (hello, Shirley Temple) or roses (there are ones named after 
Elizabeth Taylor and Judy Garland, among others). And, a sidebar on William Shakespeare’s unique 
contribution to the English language.

Seeing through the Screen

This book consists of short essays on approximately fifty American political films. It explores the extent 
to which films take on the political issues of the day and their influence on public perceptions of politics.

HBO's Girls

Young women today have achieved as much as, and in many cases far exceeded, males in both 
educational and occupational terms. While this presents many opportunities, it also creates confusion 



in terms of re-negotiating traditional gender roles. The fictional representation of young women in 
recent film and television shows demonstrates how these tensions, created by the specific sociopolitical 
climate of the post-recession era, are being worked out. One specific television show focused on 
intelligent young women caught up in these contradictions is Girls. The show explores the lives of 
four female friends living in Brooklyn, two years after their college graduation, as they try to support 
themselves with low-paying jobs, and deal with various struggles around relationships, careers, and 
friendships. The HBO half-hour sitcom, created, written by and starring Lena Dunham, premiered on 
April 15th 2012 after receiving a flood of initial buzz and criticism, both positive and negative. This 
collection is the first to discuss the cultural, political and social implications of this innovative series. The 
contributors examine Girls through a variety of lenses: sexual, racial, gender, relationships between 
the male and female characters, as well as friendships between the young women. This variety of 
perspectives explains why Girls has had the profound cultural impact it has made, in the short time it 
has been on the air.

The Essentials Vol. 2

A guide to fifty-two examples of must-see cinema, The Essentials Vol. 2 -- based on the Turner Classic 
Movies series -- is packed with behind-the-scenes stories, illuminating commentary, moments to watch 
for, and hundreds of photos spotlighting films that define what it means to be a classic. Since 2001, 
Turner Classic Movies' The Essentials has been the ultimate destination for cinephiles both established 
and new, showcasing films that have had a lasting impact on audiences and filmmakers everywhere. In 
this second volume based on the series, fifty-two films are profiled with insightful notes on why they're 
Essential, a guide to must-see moments, and running commentary from Essentials hosts past and 
present: TCM's Ben Mankiewicz and the late Robert Osborne, as well as Rob Reiner, Sydney Pollack, 
Molly Haskell, Carrie Fisher, Rose McGowan, Alec Baldwin, Drew Barrymore, Sally Field, William 
Friedkin, Ava DuVernay, and Brad Bird. Enjoy one film per week for a year of stellar viewing or indulge 
in your own classic movie festival. Spanning the silent era through the late 1980s with such diverse 
films as Top Hat, Brief Encounter, Rashomon, Vertigo, and Field of Dreams, it's an indispensable book 
for movie lovers to expand their knowledge of cinema and discover -- or revisit -- landmark films that 
impacted Hollywood forever.

Son of Forgotten Hollywood Forgotten History

Son of Forgotten Hollywood Forgotten History is the long anticipated sequel to the award-winning 
Forgotten Hollywood Forgotten History, and it tells more rarely shared American stories through the 
eyes of 21 character actors of Hollywood's Golden Age, including Frank Morgan, Peter Lorre, Cesar 
Romero, Majorie Main, Andy Devine, Alan Hale Sr., Leo Gorcey, Jack Carson, and Lon Chaney Jr. 
Son of Forgotten Hollywood Forgotten History is part of the Forgotten Hollywood Book-Series, and it's 
officially in gift stores, bookshops, and iconic locations, such as the Hollywood Heritage Museum. For 
further insight, visit www.forgottenhollywood.com.

Is Superman Circumcised?

Superman is the original superhero, an American icon, and arguably the most famous character in the 
world--and he's Jewish! Introduced in June 1938, the Man of Steel was created by two Jewish teens, 
Jerry Siegel, the son of immigrants from Eastern Europe, and Joe Shuster, an immigrant. They based 
their hero's origin story on Moses, his strength on Samson, his mission on the golem, and his nebbish 
secret identity on themselves. They made him a refugee fleeing catastrophe on the eve of World War 
II and sent him to tear Nazi tanks apart nearly two years before the US joined the war. In the following 
decades, Superman's mostly Jewish writers, artists, and editors continued to borrow Jewish motifs for 
their stories, basing Krypton's past on Genesis and Exodus, its society on Jewish culture, the trial of 
Lex Luthor on Adolf Eichmann's, and a future holiday celebrating Superman on Passover. A fascinating 
journey through comic book lore, American history, and Jewish tradition, this book examines the entirety 
of Superman's career from 1938 to date, and is sure to give readers a newfound appreciation for the 
Mensch of Steel!

The Paradox Planet

Beginning with the Age of We in the 1950s and moving to the Age of Me to todaythe Age of Ithis 
book examines how polarization and anger has changed how companies must manage their brands. 
Larry Light and Joan Kiddon, the leaders of Arcature LLC, consultants in brand management, examine 



societal changes and global, local, and personal forces through the lens of marketers. They explain 
how to: leverage paradox promises into brand-focused strategies and actions that create a pathway to 
profitability; create extraordinary brand experiences for individuals and communities; and build strong 
brands in a world of contradictory needs and benefits. In todays world, people want their individuality 
to be recognized, but they also want to belong to a group that shares their distinctiveness. People 
want to be independent and interconnected, which is the underlying paradox affecting how we make 
decisions today. Navigate how to satisfy conflicting needs, and look beyond single-minded solutions 
with the insights and guidance in The Paradox Planet.

Altered States

At age thirty-two, there was still no sign of Russell's talent as a movie director--until all these disjointed 
efforts of his youth fell into place after an unnerving but ultimately successful interview with the BBC for 
a position with the ground-breaking television film program Monitor. The show made Russell's career. 
Thirty years and fifty films later, Ken Russell looks back on a life filled with more than its share of highs 
and lows--a direct consequence of his inability to do anything in moderation. Written in the flowing, 
intercutting style of his films, this autobiography peels back the layers to explore the core Ken Russell. 
This is a man not instantly known on the streets as the director of the latest action sequel...but as a 
playful, sometimes serious, always inventive expander of the cinematic realm.

The Girls of Atomic City

Looks at the contributions of the thousands of women who worked at a secret uranium-enriching facility 
in Oak Ridge, Tennessee during World War II.

Shadow Men

Psychological operations (PSYOPs) are the preferred method by which shadow men socially engineer 
the masses' consent on a myriad of important issues. The author provides numerous examples of 
how social engineers have modified the public's perceptions and attitudes about America's founders, 
slavery, financial markets, dating and mating customs, self-perception, and a laundry list of other 
matters people have no idea were socially engineered. The reader will become expert on the character 
of the men who work in the shadows whose sole reason for living is to control others in service to 
accumulating wealth and power, of which, they never, ever, have enough. The reader is provided a 
step-by-step program that promises to strip away shadow men's brainwashing of them and return the 
reader to his natural state of freedom and happiness.

Robin

From New York Times culture reporter Dave Itzkoff, the definitive biography of Robin Williams – 
a compelling portrait of one of America’s most beloved and misunderstood entertainers. From his 
rapid-fire stand-up comedy riffs to his breakout role in Mork & Mindy and his Academy Award-winning 
performance in Good Will Hunting, Robin Williams was a singularly innovative and beloved entertainer. 
He often came across as a man possessed, holding forth on culture and politics while mixing in personal 
revelations – all with mercurial, tongue-twisting intensity as he inhabited and shed one character after 
another with lightning speed. But as Dave Itzkoff shows in this revelatory biography, Williams’s comic 
brilliance masked a deep well of conflicting emotions and self-doubt, which he drew upon in his comedy 
and in celebrated films like Dead Poets Society; Good Morning, Vietnam; The Fisher King; Aladdin; and 
Mrs. Doubtfire, where he showcased his limitless gift for improvisation to bring to life a wide range of 
characters. And in Good Will Hunting he gave an intense and controlled performance that revealed the 
true range of his talent. Itzkoff also shows how Williams struggled mightily with addiction and depression 
– topics he discussed openly while performing and during interviews – and with a debilitating condition 
at the end of his life that affected him in ways his fans never knew. Drawing on more than a hundred 
original interviews with family, friends, and colleagues, as well as extensive archival research, Robin 
is a fresh and original look at a man whose work touched so many lives.

Sidney Lumet

The first-ever biography of the seminal American director whose remarkable life traces a line through 
American entertainment history Acclaimed as the ultimate New York movie director, Sidney Lumet 
began his astonishing five-decades-long directing career with the now classic 12 Angry Men, followed 



by such landmark films as Serpico, Dog Day Afternoon, and Network. His remarkably varied output 
included award-winning adaptations of plays by Anton Chekhov, Arthur Miller, Tennessee Williams, 
and Eugene O’Neill, whose Long Day’s Journey into Night featured Katharine Hepburn and Ralph 
Richardson in their most devastating performances. Renowned as an “actor’s director,” Lumet attracted 
an unmatched roster of stars, among them: Henry Fonda, Sophia Loren, Marlon Brando, Anna 
Magnani, Sean Connery, Ingrid Bergman, Paul Newman, Al Pacino, Ethan Hawke, and Philip-Seymour 
Hoffman, accruing eighteen Oscar nods for his actors along the way. With the help of exclusive 
interviews with family, colleagues, and friends, author Maura Spiegel provides a vibrant portrait of 
the life and work of this extraordinary director whose influence is felt through generations, and takes 
us inside the Federal Theater, the Group Theatre, the Actors Studio, and the early “golden age” of 
television. From his surprising personal life, with four marriages to remarkable women—all of whom 
opened their living rooms to Lumet’s world of artists and performers like Marilyn Monroe and Michael 
Jackson—to the world of Yiddish theater and Broadway spectacles, Sidney Lumet: A Life is a book that 
anyone interested in American film of the twentieth century will not want to miss.

Cast Mates

Cast Mates is a group biography of Australian acting giants across the ages. Australia has a long cinema 
history — starting with the world’s first feature film, The Story of the Kelly Gang, made in Melbourne and 
released in 1906. Today, much of Australia’s film talent goes to the United States, looking for bigger 
and more lucrative opportunities. But what does this mean for the history and future of Australian 
cinema? The larger-than-life personalities that form the heart of this book — Errol Flynn, Peter Finch, 
David Gulpilil and Nicole Kidman — have dominated cinema screens both locally and internationally 
and starred in some of the biggest films of their eras — including The Adventures of Robin Hood, 
Network, Crocodile Dundee and Eyes Wide Shut among others. From the Golden Age of Hollywood in 
the 1930s to the streaming wars of today, the lives of these four actors, and their many cast mates, tell 
a story of how a nation’s cinema was founded, then faltered, before finding itself again. ‘Wry, erudite, 
engrossing, Cast Mates is a red-carpet ride from home to Hollywood.’ — Briohny Doyle ‘More than a 
story of colourful characters and famous faces, and more than a history of the movies, Cast Mates is an 
illuminating and entertaining portrait of the relationship between Australia and the United States.’ — Dan 
Golding ‘Passionate, opinionated, political, this journey through Australia’s iconic stars is meticulously 
researched and absolutely enthralling. For lovers of Australian cinema this is a must-read!’ — Margaret 
Pomeranz ‘Cast Mates feels like the best kind of conversation in the cinema foyer: astute, sharp-witted, 
and deliciously dishy, excavating the sordid and startling tales of film history in a country which has 
long seemed embarrassed of its screen.’ — Michael Sun

Spotted

The bestselling Gossip Girl book series catapulted into pop culture's stratosphere when it was adapted 
for television. Spotted takes readers through the first two seasons of the popular, award-winning show 
episode by episode. Calhoun dives below the surface plotlines to detail the cultural references, fashion, 
music and morality on the show. With biographies of the cast and creators, a comparison to its teen 
soap and literary predecessors and a look at the adaptation process from book to screen, this is a 
must-have accessory for any Gossip Girl fan.

How To Watch Television

Examines social and cultural phenomena through the lens of different television shows We all have 
opinions about the television shows we watch, but television criticism is about much more than simply 
evaluating the merits of a particular show and deeming it ‘good’ or ‘bad.’ Rather, criticism uses the close 
examination of a television program to explore that program’s cultural significance, creative strategies, 
and its place in a broader social context. How to Watch Television brings together forty original essays 
from today’s leading scholars on television culture, writing about the programs they care (and think) 
the most about. Each essay focuses on a particular television show, demonstrating one way to read 
the program and, through it, our media culture. The essays model how to practice media criticism in 
accessible language, providing critical insights through analysis—suggesting a way of looking at TV 
that students and interested viewers might emulate. The contributors discuss a wide range of television 
programs past and present, covering many formats and genres, spanning fiction and non-fiction, 
broadcast and cable, providing a broad representation of the programs that are likely to be covered in 
a media studies course. While the book primarily focuses on American television, important programs 



with international origins and transnational circulation are also covered. Addressing television series 
from the medium’s earliest days to contemporary online transformations of television, How to Watch 
Television is designed to engender classroom discussion among television critics of all backgrounds.

May I Quote You on That?

"A guide to English grammar and usage for the twenty-first century, pairing grammar rules with 
interesting and humorous quotations from American popular culture"--

Stress R Us

This book is a compilation of what a neuropsychiatrist learned about the causes and cures of human 
diseases in his 41 year medical practice. I treated 25,000 of my fellows and wrote 1,000,000 Rx in 
the process. The book is divided into 51 Topics (chapters) and contains over 100 references. It serves 
as an historical review of the field of stress research as well as animal crowding research, as the two 
morphed together in my theory of "population density stress". Human overpopulation is a fact, as we 
have far exceeded the earth's carrying capacity for our species and mother nature is attempting to cull 
our numbers through our multitude of "diseases of civilization". Our hunter-gatherer contemporaries, 
living in their traditional manner in their clan social groups widely distributed in their ecosystem, have 
none of our diseases. As our extreme gene based altruism has brought us tremendous compassion 
and technological advances in caring for the diseases of our fellows, it has also brought us tremendous 
overpopulation and brought us near to ecological collapse. We must face our need to restrict our 
reproduction or mother nature will do it for us. A case in point: infertility in America has increased 100% 
in just 34 years, from 1982 to 2016. During the same period, our sperm counts have fallen 60%. No-one 
is willing to look at the obvious cause: neuro-endocrine inhibition of human reproduction resulting from 
population density stress. If any of this touches a nerve, please find the time in your busy, stressful 
day to stop for an hour and read this ground-breaking book. You may never have heard any of this 
information from any of your healthcare providers or the mass media. Big Pharma rules the minds of 
your healthcare providers and the mass media. At the end of my career as a practicing psychiatrist, I 
had become little more than a prescription writing machine and was actually instructed to "stop wasting 
time talking to your patients and just write their prescriptions". So, I retired and spent the next 5 years 
writing this book. I hope you find it as illuminating as I did doing the research on our epidemic of stress 
diseases. No wonder that we are ever more anxious and depressed, in spite of taking our 4,300,000,000 
Rx every year! The real cure for our diseases of civilization must be a worldwide reduction in family 
size and a concerted effort to increase the opportunities for women to access education and work, as 
well as birth control. The alternative is increasing human disease and infertility from population density 
stress. Please read this book and tell me if you don't agree with my surprising conclusions. Good luck 
and God bless us one and all!

Understanding Screenwriting

No Marketing Blurb

Mental Illness in Popular Culture

"Being crazy" is generally a negative characterization today, yet many celebrated artists, leaders, 
and successful individuals have achieved greatness despite suffering from mental illness. This book 
explores the many different representations of mental illness that exist—and sometimes persist—in 
both traditional and new media across eras. Mental health professionals and advocates typically point a 
finger at pop culture for sensationalizing and stigmatizing mental illness, perpetuating stereotypes, and 
capitalizing on the increased anxiety that invariably follows mass shootings at schools, military bases, 
or workplaces; on public transportation; or at large public gatherings. While drugs or street gangs were 
once most often blamed for public violence, the upswing of psychotic perpetrators casts a harsher light 
on mental illness and commands media's attention. What aspects of popular culture could play a role in 
mental health across the nation? How accurate and influential are the various media representations 
of mental illness? Or are there unsung positive portrayals of mental illness? This standout work on the 
intersections of pop culture and mental illness brings informed perspectives and necessary context to 
the myriad topics within these important, timely, and controversial issues. Divided into five sections, 
the book covers movies; television; popular literature, encompassing novels, poetry, and memoirs; the 
visual arts, such as fine art, video games, comics, and graphic novels; and popular music, addressing 
lyrics and musicians' lives. Some of the essays reference multiple media, such as a filmic adaptation 



of a memoir or a video game adaptation of a story or characters that were originally in comics. With 
roughly 20 percent of U.S. citizens taking psychotropic prescriptions or carrying a psychiatric diagnosis, 
this timely topic is relevant to far more individuals than many people would admit.

Jewish Eugenics

Eugenics (human ecology) has always understood itself to be part of the struggle for human rights-- 
those of future generations. John Glad lays out the eugenic thrust of traditional Jewish culture and 
shows how Zionism itself was conceived as a grand eugenic plan. --From publisher's description.

The Bell Curve Debate

Russell Jacoby and Naomi Glauberman have edited a book on race, class, and intelligence that will 
stand for the foreseeable future as the authoritative guide to the extraordinary controversy ignited by 
Richard J. Herrnstein and Charles Murray's incendiary bestseller, The Bell Curve. The editors have 
gathered together both the best of recent reviews and essays, and salient documents drawn from the 
curious history of this heated debate. The Bell Curve Debate captures the fervor, anger, and scope of 
an almost unprecedented national argument over the very idea of democracy and the possibility of a 
tolerant, multiracial America. It is an essential companion and answer to The Bell Curve, and provides 
scholarship and polemic from every point of view. It is a must-read for the informed citizen in search of 
all the views fit to print.

Watchmen as Literature

Watchmen has been hailed as the quintessential graphic novel and has spawned a body of literary 
criticism since its 1986 initial appearance in installments. This work explores the graphic novel’s 
reception in both popular and scholarly arenas and how the conceptual relationship between images 
and words affects the reading experience. Other topics include heroism as a stereotype, the hero’s 
journey, the role of the narrator, and the way in which the graphic layout manipulates the reader’s 
perception of time and space. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an 
examination copy here.
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