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Explore "The Alexiad" by Anna Comnena, a monumental historical work detailing the reign of her father, 
Byzantine Emperor Alexios I Komnenos. This unique primary source provides invaluable insights into 
Byzantine politics, military campaigns, and the First Crusade, penned by one of history's earliest and 
most influential female scholars.
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The Alexiad

No Marketing Blurb

The Alexiad

A revised edition of Anna Komnene's Alexiad, to replace our existing 1969 edition. This is the first 
European narrative history written by a woman – an account of the reign of a Byzantine emperor 
through the eyes and words of his daughter which offers an unparalleled view of the Byzantine world 
in the eleventh and twelfth centuries.

The Alexiad

A revised edition of Anna Komnene's Alexiad, to replace our existing 1969 edition. This is the first 
European narrative history written by a woman - an account of the reign of a Byzantine emperor through 
the eyes and words of his daughter which offers an unparalleled view of the Byzantine world in the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries.

Anna Komnene and the Alexiad

“Kolovou . . . rescues Anna from the talons of misogynist historians and places her where she belongs 
as an extraordinary, but very human, woman.” —Beating Tsundoku A woman of extraordinary education 
and intellect, Anna Komnene was the only Byzantine female historian and one of the first and foremost 
historians in medieval Europe. Yet few people know of her and her extraordinary story. Subsequent 
historians and scholars have skewed the picture of Anna as an intellectual princess and powerful author. 
She has been largely viewed as an angry, bitter old woman, who greedily wanted a throne that did not 
belong to her. After being exiled to a convent, she composed the Alexiad, the history of the First Crusade 
and the Byzantine Emperor, Alexios I Komnenos (1081-1118), her father. This book aims to present 
Anna Komnene—the fascinating woman, pioneer intellectual, and charismatic author—to the general 
public. Drawing on the latest academic research to reconstruct Anna’s life, personality and work, it 
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moves away from the myth of Anna the conspirator and “power-hungry woman” which has been unfairly 
built around her over centuries of misrepresentation. It places Anna Komnene in the context of her own 
time: the ancient Greek colony and medieval Eastern Roman empire, known as Byzantium, with the 
magnificent city of Constantinople at its heart. At the forefront of an epic clash between East and West, 
this was a world renowned for its dazzling wealth, mystery and power games. This was a world with 
Anna Komnene directly at the center. “Well-written, well-researched, and an overall fascinating read . . 
. A brilliant addition to women’s history.” —Where There’s Ink There’s Paper

Alexiad

Anna Comnena (1083-1153) wrote The Alexiad as an account of the reign of her father, the Byzantine 
Emperor Alexius I. It is also an important source of information on the Byzantine war with the Normans, 
and on the First Crusade in which Alexius participated. While the Byzantines were allied to the 
Crusaders, they were nonetheless critical of their behaviour and Anna's book offers a startlingly 
different perspective to that of Western historians. Her character sketches are shrewd and forthright - 
from the Norman invader Robert Guiscard ('nourished by manifold evil') and his son Bohemond ('like 
a streaking thunderbolt') to Pope Gregory VII ('unworthy of a high priest'). The Alexiad is a vivid and 
dramatic narrative, which reveals as much about the character of its intelligent and dynamic author as 
it does about the fascinating period through which she lived.

The Alexiad of Anna Komnene

A critical appraisal of the literary art of a great Byzantine text by the first woman historian, Anna 
Komnene.

Structure and Features of Anna Komnene's Alexiad

This book introduces new methods of research for studying the Alexiad, aiming primarily at analysing 
Anna Komnene's literary expression.

Anna Komnene

Byzantine princess Anna Komnene is known for writing history and plotting to become empress by 
murdering her brother. This book explains how Anna broke her culture's rules for women's behavior 
by writing history, her efforts to be acceptable, and how her writing nonetheless fired the story of her 
bloodthirsty ambition.

The Alexiad (Royal Collector's Edition) (Annotated) (Case Laminate Hardcover with Jacket)

Anna Komnene describes the political and military history of the Byzantine Empire during the reign of 
her father, Emperor Alexios I. The text documents the Crusades and the conflicting perceptions of East 
and West in the early 12th century.

The Alexiad of Anna Comnena

In The Alexiad, Anna Komnene describes the political and military history of the Byzantine Empire 
during the reign of her father, Emperor Alexios I. The text is a reference on the Byzantium of the High 
Middle Ages, documenting the Crusades and highlighting the conflicting perceptions of East and West 
in the early 12th century.

The Alexiad (100 Copy Collector's Edition)

The Alexiad, a compelling, dramatic account of the Emperor Alexios of the Byzantine Empire (about 
1050-1118), was written by Alexios' highly educated and articulate daughter, Anna Komnene. A 
princess raised in the royal court, Komnene (latinized as Comnena) is generally regarded as the first 
woman historian. She wrote the book from a convent during the last years of her life. This epic book 
covers the First Crusade, daily life at the court, internal plots and intrigues, wars and invasions, and 
religious heresies--all from the perspective of one who was there. It is the only primary source of the 
First Crusade from the Byzantine point of view. The translation from Greek to English by Elizabeth A. 
S. Dawes has been praised both for its readability and its accuracy.

The Alexiad



For fans of Joan of Arc and Alexander the Great, comes "a gripping saga of alliances, intrigues, deceits, 
and treacheries" about Anna Comnena of the Byzantine Empire. Anna Comnena has every reason to 
feel entitled. She's a princess, her father's firstborn and his chosen successor. Someday she expects to 
sit on the throne and rule the vast Byzantine Empire. So the birth of a baby brother doesn't perturb her. 
Nor do the "barbarians" from foreign lands, who think only a son should ascend to power. Anna is as 
dismissive of them as are her father and his most trusted adviser--his mother, a manipulative woman 
with whom Anna studies the art of diplomacy. Anna relishes her lessons, proving adept at checkmating 
opponents in swift moves of mental chess. But as she matures into a young woman, her arrogance 
and intelligence threaten her grandmother. Anna will be no one's puppet. Almost overnight, Anna sees 
her dreams of power wrenched from her and bestowed on her little brother. Bitter at the betrayal, Anna 
waits to avenge herself, and to seize what is rightfully hers. Praise for Anna of Byzantium: A Bulletin 
Blue Ribbon Book An ALA Quick Pick An ALA Best Book for Young Adults A Booklist Editor's Choice 
A Booklist Top Ten Historical Fiction Pick [STAR] "[Anna of Byzantium] involves readers in a gripping 
saga of alliances, intrigues, deceits, and treacheries worthy of a place among the tragic myths." — 
The Bulletin, Starred review "In the tradition of E. L. Konigsburg's A Proud Taste for Scarlet and Miniver 
and Karen Cushman's Catherine, Called Birdy comes this story of a real-life historical figure, Anna 
Commena, groomed to be the sovereign of the Byzantine empire…Barrett uses an effective first-person 
narrative to draw readers into Anna's story, and the author's precise use of detail helps re-create 
Anna's world, the palace of Constantinople in the ninth century. . . Readers will be caught up in…this 
exciting read."—Booklist, Boxed review "A fascinating mix of history, mystery, and intrigue."-The Horn 
Book Magazine "Barrett does a remarkable job of painting moods and emotions with spare, elegant 
sentences. . . This splendid novel about a neglected period of history is the perfect choice. . . Hard 
to imagine it being any better written." —VOYA "This wonderfully engaging novel both entertains and 
serves as a lively history lesson with its well-researched background, dramatic plot and dimensional 
characters. Barrett's descriptive, engaging prose will draw readers into a fascinating historical time, 
filled with political intrigue and a complex, admirable teen protagonist who faces her changing future 
with an inspiring combination of heart and mind."— Wichita Eagle

Anna of Byzantium

First published in 2005. This is one of the fundamental sources of information on Chivalry as well as 
on many other interesting subjects. Princess Anna was the daughter of the Byzantine Emperor Alexius 
I, and obviously a highly educated and cultured woman. This is the first and only full translation of this 
remarkable work, although it has been much quoted in various scholarly works. Sir Walter Scott relied 
heavily on it for his various accounts of the chivalric tradition.

Alexiad Of The Princess Anna Comnena

This significant critical anthology explores the life of Anna Komnene, the Byzantine context in which 
she wrote, and the impact of the Alexiad on her times and on subsequent historical works of literature.

The Alexiad of Anna Comnena

First published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Anna Komnene and Her Times

First Published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Alexiad Of The Princess Anna Comnena

According to tradition, the First Crusade began at the instigation of Pope Urban II and culminated in 
July 1099, when thousands of western European knights liberated Jerusalem from the rising menace 
of Islam. But what if the First Crusade's real catalyst lay far to the east of Rome? In this groundbreaking 
book, countering nearly a millennium of scholarship, Peter Frankopan reveals the untold history of the 
First Crusade. Nearly all historians of the First Crusade focus on the papacy and its willing warriors in 
the West, along with innumerable popular tales of bravery, tragedy, and resilience. In sharp contrast, 
Frankopan examines events from the East, in particular from Constantinople, seat of the Christian 
Byzantine Empire. The result is revelatory. The true instigator of the First Crusade, we see, was the 
Emperor Alexios I Komnenos, who in 1095, with his realm under siege from the Turks and on the point 
of collapse, begged the pope for military support. Basing his account on long-ignored eastern sources, 



Frankopan also gives a provocative and highly original explanation of the world-changing events that 
followed the First Crusade. The Vatican's victory cemented papal power, while Constantinople, the 
heart of the still-vital Byzantine Empire, never recovered. As a result, both Alexios and Byzantium were 
consigned to the margins of history. From Frankopan's revolutionary work, we gain a more faithful 
understanding of the way the taking of Jerusalem set the stage for western Europe's dominance up to 
the present day and shaped the modern world.

The Alexiad of the Princess Anna Comnena

This book reveals how cultural memories of classical Roman honor informed Nikephoros Bryennios' 
history of the eleventh century and his political choices.

The Alexiad of the Princess Anna Comnena

This volume brings together a group of international scholars, who explore many unusual aspects of the 
world of Byzantine women in the period 800-1200. The specific aim of this collection is to investigate 
the participation of women - non-imperial women in particular - in supposedly 'masculine' fields of 
operation. This new research across a range of disciplines attempts to provide an analysis of the 
activities of and attitudes towards Byzantine women in this period. Using evidence from sources as 
diverse as tax registers, monastic foundation documents, twelfth-century novels, historical texts, art 
history and the writings of women themselves, such as the hymnographer Kassia and the historian 
Anna Komnene, these papers elucidate the context in which Byzantine women lived. They emphasize 
the variety of female experiences, the circumstances that shaped women's lives, and the ways in 
which individual women were perceived by their society. Contributions focus on women's dress, their 
participation in the street life of Constantinople, their appearance in Byzantine fiscal documents, 
their monastic foundations, their engagement with entertainment at the imperial court, and the way 
heroines are portrayed in the Byzantine novels. Analysis of the writings of the hymnographer Kassia, 
the networking of Mary 'of Alania' and the ways she overcame the disadvantages of being a foreign-born 
empress, and the family values reflected in Anna Komnene's Alexiad, draw attention to specific 
problems. All these aim to expand our understanding of the circumstances that shaped women's lives 
and expectations in the Middle Byzantine period and to analyze the range of women's experiences, 
the roles they played and the impact they made on society.

The Alexiad of the Princess Anna Comnena

Samuel P. Müller offers here the first book-length study of the image of Latins in Byzantine historiog-
raphy of the long twelfth century, arguing that this image is more complex and ambivalent than often 
claimed.

The Alexiad

The Secret History, written by the sixth-century Byzantine historian Procopius, is one of the most 
extraordinary and scandalous documents to have survived from the early Byzantine period.Procopius, 
the leading official historian of his time, lived during the testing and indulgent time of Emperor Justinian 
the Great and wrote the official records of the successful wars and the grand building projects of his 
ruler. These were words of aggrandisement. But covertly, Procopius kept a very different record: The 
Secret History, a vivid, salacious and detailed account of the outrageous behaviour of Justinian and his 
wife, Theodora, and the equally corrupt, licentious and cruel members of the court and administration 
of the time.This version of the book is annotated.

The First Crusade

This significant critical anthology explores the life of Anna Komnene, the Byzantine context in which 
she wrote, and the impact of the Alexiad on her times and on subsequent historical works of literature.

Heroes and Romans in Twelfth-Century Byzantium

This chronicle of the Byzantine Empire, beginning in 1025, shows a profound understanding of the 
power politics that characterized the empire and led to its decline.

Byzantine Women



General George Smythe, Team Alpha, Nagual socereer and quantum computer battle Wingtip, an 
avatar of China's first emperor, and spirit forces at his command to save mankind's collective soul from 
extinction. In order to prevail against their mortal and immortal foe, they must acquire Puramore in order 
to overcome Wingtip's spiritual advantage. If you enjoyed reading Dan Brown's "The Lost Symbol\

The Alexiad of the Princess Anna Comnena

In 922 AD, an Arab envoy from Baghdad named Ibn Fadlan encountered a party of Viking traders on 
the upper reaches of the Volga River. In his subsequent report on his mission he gave a meticulous 
and astonishingly objective description of Viking customs, dress, table manners, religion and sexual 
practices, as well as the only eyewitness account ever written of a Viking ship cremation. Between the 
ninth and fourteenth centuries, Arab travellers such as Ibn Fadlan journeyed widely and frequently into 
the far north, crossing territories that now include Russia, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. Their fascinating 
accounts describe how the numerous tribes and peoples they encountered traded furs, paid tribute and 
waged wars. This accessible new translation offers an illuminating insight into the world of the Arab 
geographers, and the medieval lands of the far north.

Latins in Roman (Byzantine) Histories

As a veteran campaigner, the Byzantine emperor Maurice (582-602) compiled a unique and influential 
handbook intended for the field commander. In this first complete English translation, the Strategikon 
is an invaluable source not only for early Byzantine history but for the general history of the art of war. 
Describing in detail weaponry and armor, daily life on the march or in camp, clothing, food, medical 
care, military law, and titles of the Byzantine army of the seventh century, the Strategikon offers insights 
into the Byzantine military ethos. In language contemporary, down-to-earth, and practical, the text also 
provides important data for the historian, and even the ethnologist, including eyewitness accounts of 
the Persians, Slavs, Lombards, and Avars at the frontier of the Empire.

The Alexiad by Anna Komnene (Annotated)

Tells the story of Theodore Laskaris, a thirteenth-century Byzantine emperor, imaginative philosopher, 
and ideologue of Hellenism.

Anna Komnene and Her Times

"Originally published by Princeton University Press, 1921"--T.p. verso.

Fourteen Byzantine Rulers

Portraits of Medieval Eastern Europe provides imagined biographies of twenty different figures from 
all walks of life living in Eastern Europe from 900 to 1400. Moving beyond the usual boundaries of 
speculative history, the book presents innovative and creative interpretations of the people, places, 
and events of medieval Eastern Europe and provides an insight into medieval life from Scandinavia to 
Byzantium. Each chapter explores a different figure and together they present snapshots of life across 
a wide range of different social backgrounds. Among the figures are both imagined and historical 
characters, including the Byzantine Princess Anna Porphyrogenita, a Jewish traveller, a slave, the 
Mongol general Sübodei, a woman from Novgorod, and a Rus’ pilgrim. A range of different narrative 
styles are also used throughout the book, from omniscient third-person narrators to diary entries, 
letters, and travel accounts. By using primary sources to construct the lives of, and give a voice 
to, the types of people who existed within medieval European history, Portraits of Medieval Eastern 
Europe provides a highly accessible introduction to the period. Accompanied by a new and interactive 
companion website, it is the perfect teaching aid to support and excite students of medieval Eastern 
Europe.

Puramore - The Lute of Pythagoras

The Continuation of the Chronicle of John Skylitzes provides a contemporary narrative of the events 
and people that shaped the course of Byzantine history in a time military and political crisis.

Ibn Fadlan and the Land of Darkness



Cleopatra is wreathed by so many outsized myths that it is sometimes difficult to tell the woman from 
the legend. For centuries, historians have scarcely deviated from the occidental, Horatian portrayal of 
an Eastern temptress bent on bringing down the great men of Rome. Michael Foss looks through and 
beyond the myths, using fresh research to vividly bring to life the historical Cleopatra. A descendant of 
Alexander the Great’s Macedonian court, she struggled to hold her kingdom together at a time when the 
volatile clash of cultures threatened to shake Ptolemaic Egypt apart. Egypt’s decay coincided with the 
rise of Rome, and it is in the contest between the Eastern and Western empires that her story unfolds. 
Rome cast Cleopatra as a threat to the order of its own crumbling republic. To them, she represented 
decadence, corruption, and temptation. Yet as Foss shows with clarity and insight, Cleopatra played 
her hand in the only manner she could. Determined that her kingdom survive, she was prepared to 
do whatever it took to retain power, and very nearly achieved dominance of the whole of the eastern 
Mediterranean world. When she finally surrendered her ambitions, it was with a larger-than-life flare 
that has since inspired ancient chroniclers. Fully-illustrated, and impeccably documented, The Search 
for Cleopatra sets before us the most absorbing figure of the ancient world. Skyhorse Publishing, along 
with our Arcade, Good Books, Sports Publishing, and Yucca imprints, is proud to publish a broad range 
of biographies, autobiographies, and memoirs. Our list includes biographies on well-known historical 
figures like Benjamin Franklin, Nelson Mandela, and Alexander Graham Bell, as well as villains from 
history, such as Heinrich Himmler, John Wayne Gacy, and O. J. Simpson. We have also published 
survivor stories of World War II, memoirs about overcoming adversity, first-hand tales of adventure, 
and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national 
bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose 
work might not otherwise find a home.

Maurice's Strategikon

Transmitting and Circulating the Late Antique and Byzantine Worlds seeks to be a crucial contribution 
to the history of medieval connectedness.

The Byzantine Hellene

Byzantium. The name evokes grandeur and exoticism—gold, cunning, and complexity. In this unique 
book, Judith Herrin unveils the riches of a quite different civilization. Avoiding a standard chronological 
account of the Byzantine Empire's millennium—long history, she identifies the fundamental questions 
about Byzantium—what it was, and what special significance it holds for us today. Bringing the latest 
scholarship to a general audience in accessible prose, Herrin focuses each short chapter around a 
representative theme, event, monument, or historical figure, and examines it within the full sweep 
of Byzantine history—from the foundation of Constantinople, the magnificent capital city built by 
Constantine the Great, to its capture by the Ottoman Turks. She argues that Byzantium's crucial role 
as the eastern defender of Christendom against Muslim expansion during the early Middle Ages made 
Europe—and the modern Western world—possible. Herrin captivates us with her discussions of all 
facets of Byzantine culture and society. She walks us through the complex ceremonies of the imperial 
court. She describes the transcendent beauty and power of the church of Hagia Sophia, as well as 
chariot races, monastic spirituality, diplomacy, and literature. She reveals the fascinating worlds of 
military usurpers and ascetics, eunuchs and courtesans, and artisans who fashioned the silks, icons, 
ivories, and mosaics so readily associated with Byzantine art. An innovative history written by one of 
our foremost scholars, Byzantium reveals this great civilization's rise to military and cultural supremacy, 
its spectacular destruction by the Fourth Crusade, and its revival and final conquest in 1453.

The First Crusade

What have a deaf nun, the mother of the first baby born to Europeans in North America, and a 
condemned heretic to do with one another? They are among the virtuous virgins, marvelous maidens, 
and fierce feminists of the Middle Ages who trail-blazed paths for women today. Without those first 
courageous souls who worked in fields dominated by men, women might not have the presence 
they currently do in professions such as education, the law, and literature. Focusing on women from 
Western Europe between c. 300 and 1500 CE in the medieval period and richly carpeted with detail, A 
Medieval Woman’s Companion offers a wealth of information about real medieval women who are now 
considered vital for understanding the Middle Ages in a full and nuanced way. Short biographies of 20 
medieval women illustrate how they have anticipated and shaped current concerns, including access 
to education; creative emotional outlets such as art, theater, romantic fiction, and music; marriage 



and marital rights; fertility, pregnancy, childbirth, contraception and gynecology; sex trafficking and 
sexual violence; the balance of work and family; faith; and disability. Their legacy abides until today 
in attitudes to contemporary women that have their roots in the medieval period. The final chapter 
suggests how 20th and 21st century feminist and gender theories can be applied to and complicated 
by medieval women's lives and writings. Doubly marginalized due to gender and the remoteness of 
the time period, medieval women’s accomplishments are acknowledged and presented in a way that 
readers can appreciate and find inspiring. Ideal for high school and college classroom use in courses 
ranging from history and literature to women's and gender studies, an accompanying website with 
educational links, images, downloadable curriculum guide, and interactive blog will be made available 
at the time of publication.

Portraits of Medieval Eastern Europe, 900–1400

Byzantium in the Time of Troubles
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The Letters Of Alcuin Scholars Choice Edition

translated by the English monk Alcuin. It should also not be confused with an ethical text by the 
same name, which, according to the Encyclopaedia Judaica, Volume... 20 KB (2,867 words) - 07:29, 
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of translations, books, essays, prayers and letters, he is considered one of the most influential thinkers 
of the Northern Renaissance and one of the... 386 KB (45,949 words) - 17:40, 16 March 2024
attempting to maintain vows of becoming consecrated virgins. His letters were widely read and 
distributed throughout the Christian empire and it is clear... 54 KB (5,739 words) - 10:13, 10 March 
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March 2024
to himself which began: "Fire. God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob, not of the philosophers 
and the scholars..." and concluded by quoting Psalm... 59 KB (6,859 words) - 19:41, 2 March 2024
student to remain humble with his acquisition of knowledge.[citation needed] Under the influence of 
Bede, Alcuin, and Rabanus Maurus, De catechizandis rudibus... 171 KB (20,220 words) - 12:45, 12 
March 2024
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2024
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804). He developed a new script, today known as... 177 KB (21,250 words) - 22:16, 15 March 2024
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(735–804), the leading scholar of the Carolingian Renaissance... 120 KB (17,670 words) - 03:37, 27 
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March 2024
incorrect. The word heresy comes from haeresis, a Latin transliteration of the Greek word ±5ÁµÃ¹Â originally 
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'cooperators of the truth'), from the Third Epistle of John, a choice on which he commented in his 
autobiographical work Milestones. In the consistory of 27 June... 234 KB (22,619 words) - 14:06, 15 
March 2024
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