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Explore Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's acclaimed novel, "Americanah," a compelling story that delves 
deep into themes of race, identity, and immigration through the experiences of a young Nigerian woman 
navigating life in America and her eventual return home. This powerful work solidifies Adichie's standing 
as a pivotal voice in contemporary African literature.
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Americanah

SHORTLISTED FOR THE BAILEY'S WOMEN'S PRIZE FOR FICTION 'A delicious, important novel' 
The Times 'Alert, alive and gripping' Independent 'Some novels tell a great story and others make 
you change the way you look at the world. Americanah does both.' Guardian As teenagers in a Lagos 
secondary school, Ifemelu and Obinze fall in love. Their Nigeria is under military dictatorship, and 
people are fleeing the country if they can. Ifemelu--beautiful, self-assured--departs for America to study. 
She suffers defeats and triumphs, finds and loses relationships and friendships, all the while feeling 
the weight of something she never thought of back home: race. Obinze--the quiet, thoughtful son of 
a professor--had hoped to join her, but post-9/11 America will not let him in, and he plunges into a 
dangerous, undocumented life in London. Thirteen years later, Obinze is a wealthy man in a newly 
democratic Nigeria, while Ifemelu has achieved success as a writer of an eye-opening blog about race 
in America. But when Ifemelu returns to Nigeria, and she and Obinze reignite their shared passion--for 
their homeland and for each other--they will face the toughest decisions of their lives. Fearless, gripping, 
spanning three continents and numerous lives, Americanah is a richly told story of love and expectation 
set in today's globalized world.

Americanah

"A young woman from Nigeria leaves behind her home and her first love to start a new life in America, 
only to find her dreams are not all she expected"--

Americanah

‘A delicious, important novel’ The Times ‘Alert, alive and gripping’ Independent ‘Some novels tell a great 
story and others make you change the way you look at the world. Americanah does both.’ Guardian
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Half of a Yellow Sun, Americanah, Purple Hibiscus: Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie Three-Book Collec-
tion

‘A delicious, important novel’ The Times ‘Alert, alive and gripping’ Independent ‘Some novels tell a great 
story and others make you change the way you look at the world. Americanah does both’ Guardian

Americanah

Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie | Summary & Analysis Preview: Americanah by Chima-
manda Ngozi Adichie chronicles the lives and relationships of two young Nigerians named Ifemelu and 
Obinze, and explores the culture of the United States from an African perspective. The novel considers 
issues of race and the complexities of love, family, friendship, and romantic relationships in the United 
States. Ifemelu was raised by her parents in Lagos, a city in Nigeria. Her mother is a religious fanatic 
and her religiously indifferent father has strong opinions about the United States. Ifemelu has a close 
relationship with her Aunty Uju, her father’s sister, who acted as a big sister or even motherly figure to 
Ifemelu throughout her younger years. Aunty Uju was the mistress of The General, a military official who 
impregnated her, but died after their son Dike turned one year old. After The General’s death, Aunty 
Uju moved to the United States to raise Dike and start a new life… PLEASE NOTE: This is a summary 
and analysis of the book and NOT the original book. Inside this Instaread Summary & Analysis of 
Americanah: • Summary of book • Introduction to the Important People in the book • Analysis of the 
Themes and Author’s Style

Summary and Analysis of Americanah

So much to read, so little time? This brief overview of Americanah tells you what you need to know 
before or after you read Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s book. Crafted and edited with care, Worth 
Books set the standard for quality and give you the tools you need to be a well-informed reader. This 
short summary of Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie includes: Chapter-by-chapter overview 
Profiles of the main characters Themes and symbols A note on the author’s style Important quotes 
Fascinating trivia Supporting material to enhance your understanding of the original work About 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Americanah: Spanning more than two decades and three countries, 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s critically acclaimed novel is an astonishingly frank and multilayered work 
of literature that shines a harsh light on issues of race, class, feminism, and identity. Told from the 
perspective of two young Nigerians living abroad, Americanah is part love story and part unapologetic 
commentary on society and the immigrant experience. Honest, witty, revealing, and inspirational, 
Americanah is a unique and bold examination of what it means to be black in America. The summary 
and analysis in this ebook are intended to complement your reading experience and bring you closer 
to a great work of fiction.

You in America

This is a summary of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's Americanah. The book was named one of The New 
York Times's Ten Best Books of the Year, Winner of National Book Critics Circle Award for Fiction, a 
Chicago Tribune Best Book, NPR "Great Reads" Book, a Newsday Top 10 Book, a Washington Post 
Notable Book, a Seattle Times Best Book, a Goodreads Best of the Year, and an Entertainment Weekly 
Top Fiction pick. A powerful, tender story of race and identity by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, the 
award-winning author of Half of a Yellow Sun. Americanah explores the effects of American culture 
on the lives of Africans in the United States. The author, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, discusses racial 
and ethnicity issues through Ifemelu and Obinze. The two young Nigerians discover how emotions and 
relationships become even more complicated as they experience it as Africans in an open society such 
as the United States and more importantly how they are permanently changed by these experiences. 
Available in a variety of formats, this summary is aimed for those who want to capture the gist of the 
book but don't have the current time to devour all 610 pages. You get the main summary along with all 
of the benefits and lessons the actual book has to offer.This is a summary that is not intended to be 
used without reference to the original book.

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's Americanah Summary

From the Orange Prize-winning author of ‘Half of a Yellow Sun’ come twelve dazzling stories that turn 
a penetrating eye on the ties that bind men and women, parents and children, Nigeria and the West.



The Thing Around Your Neck

From the award-winning author of "Purple Hibiscus" comes this masterly, haunting new novel, in 
which Adichie recreates a seminal moment in modern African history: Biafra's impassioned struggle to 
establish an independent republic in Nigeria during the 1960s.

Half of a Yellow Sun

Unlock the more straightforward side of Americanah with this concise and insightful summary and 
analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, 
which follows Ifemelu and her first love Obinze, two young Nigerians who find themselves kept apart by 
geography and circumstances. Ifemelu moves to America, where she becomes aware of her blackness 
for the first time and begins a successful anonymous blog about race. Meanwhile, Obinze spends time 
in London, first as a research assistant and then as an undocumented immigrant, before returning 
to Nigeria and becoming a successful businessman. In spite of their very different circumstances 
and experiences, the bond between Ifemelu and Obinze remains as strong as ever. Americanah is 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s third novel; she is also known for her award-winning novels Purple 
Hibiscus and Half of a Yellow Sun, and for her 2014 essay We Should All Be Feminists, adapted from 
her popular TEDx talk of the same name. Find out everything you need to know about Americanah 
in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot 
summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why 
choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to 
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding, 
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of 
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (Book Analysis)

PLEASE NOTE: This is a summary and analysis of the book and NOT the original book. Americanah 
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie | Summary & Analysis Preview: Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie chronicles the lives and relationships of two young Nigerians named Ifemelu and Obinze, and 
explores the culture of the United States from an African perspective. The novel considers issues of race 
and the complexities of love, family, friendship, and romantic relationships in the United States. Ifemelu 
was raised by her parents in Lagos, a city in Nigeria. Her mother is a religious fanatic and her religiously 
indifferent father has strong opinions about the United States. Ifemelu has a close relationship with her 
Aunty Uju, her father's sister, who acted as a big sister or even motherly figure to Ifemelu throughout her 
younger years. Aunty Uju was the mistress of The General, a military official who impregnated her, but 
died after their son Dike turned one year old. After The General's death, Aunty Uju moved to the United 
States to raise Dike and start a new life... Inside this Instaread Summary & Analysis of Americanah: 
* Summary of book * Introduction to the Important People in the book * Analysis of the Themes and 
Author's Style About the Author With Instaread, you can get the summary and analysis of a book in 15 
minutes. We read every chapter, summarize and analyze it for your convenience.

Summary of Americanah

The idea of “diaspora” is an everyday concept for many people around the world who have left their 
homeland voluntarily or by force with the hope of making a new home in another place. In recent 
years, academics have used this term to reference conflating categories such as immigrants, ethnic 
and racial minorities, and refugees. This book examines the concepts of diaspora in Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie’s Americanah (2013). Americanah tells the story of a smart young girl named Ifemelu 
who leaves Nigeria for America in search of higher education. In America, she faces several problems 
before graduating from college. This book investigates Americanah through diasporic concepts such as 
self and Otherness, acculturation, cultural diversity, hybridity, ambivalence and mimicry, unbelonging 
and return.

Acculturation, Otherness, and Return in Adichie’s Americanah

Frontcover -- Contents -- Notes on Contributors -- Acknowledgements -- Introduction -- 1. Narrating the 
Past: Orality, History & the Production of Knowledge in the Works of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie -- 
2. Deconstructing Binary Oppositions of Gender in Purple Hibiscus: A Review of Religious/Traditional 
Superiority & Silence -- 3. Adichie & the West African Voice: Women & Power in Purple Hibiscus -- 



4. Reconstructing Motherhood: A Mutative Reality in Purple Hibiscus -- 5. Ritualized Abuse in Purple 
Hibiscus -- 6. Dining Room & Kitchen: Food-Related Spaces & their Interfaces with the Female Body 
in Purple Hibiscus -- 7. The Paradox of Vulnerability: The Child Voice in Purple Hibiscus -- 8. 'Fragile 
Negotiations': Olanna's Melancholia in Half of a Yellow Sun -- 9. The Biafran War & the Evolution of 
Domestic Space in Half of a Yellow Sun -- 10. Corruption in Post-Independence Politics: Half of a Yellow 
Sun as a Reflection of A Man of the People -- 11. Contrasting Gender Roles in Male-Crafted Fiction 
with Half of a Yellow Sun -- 12. 'A Kind of Paradise': Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's Claim to Agency, 
Responsibility & Writing -- 13. Dislocation, Cultural Memory & Transcultural Identity in Select Stories 
from The Thing Around Your Neck -- 14. 'Reverse Appropriations' & Transplantation in Americanah -- 
15. Revisiting Double Consciousness & Relocating the Self in Americanah -- 16. Adichie's Americanah: 
A Migrant Bildungsroman -- 17. 'Hairitage' Matters: Transitioning & the Third Wave Hair Movement in 
'Hair', 'Imitation' & Americanah -- Appendix: The Works of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie -- Index

A Companion to Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Seminar paper from the year 2020 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, 
grade: 1.0, University of Constance (FB Literatur, Kunst- und Medienwissenschaften), course: Writing 
Africa, language: English, abstract: The present research paper aims to prove in a first step that the 
American Dream acts as a leitmotif throughout the entire novel, thus showing that it is ideally suited as 
an object of investigation, in order to explore and discuss in a further step whether Ifemelu's American 
Dream can ultimately be regarded as fulfilled or disappointed, including the emphasis on important 
literary topoi such as race, the question of women’s rights and social matters. Due to the paper’s given 
length and the particular subject chosen, the following analysis will mainly focus on Ifemelu and her 
experiences, as she actually leaves Nigeria for the U.S. and then comes back to her home country, 
thus representing the perfect research subject under the thesis of the American Dream, it’s reliving 
and consequences through her personae. As for Obinze, who experiences similar difficulties in the 
U.K., a comparison does present itself, but can only be the subject of another research paper.

Notions of the American Dream in Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s novel Americanah

The limits of fifteen-year-old Kambili’s world are defined by the high walls of her family estate and the 
dictates of her fanatically religious father. Her life is regulated by schedules: prayer, sleep, study, prayer.

Purple Hibiscus

A personal and powerful essay on loss from Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, the bestselling author of 
Americanah and Half of a Yellow Sun.

Notes on Grief

This is a summary of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's Americanah. The book was named one of The New 
York Times's Ten Best Books of the Year, Winner of National Book Critics Circle Award for Fiction, a 
Chicago Tribune Best Book, NPR "Great Reads" Book, a Newsday Top 10 Book, a Washington Post 
Notable Book, a Seattle Times Best Book, a Goodreads Best of the Year, and an Entertainment Weekly 
Top Fiction pick. A powerful, tender story of race and identity by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, the 
award-winning author of Half of a Yellow Sun. Americanah explores the effects of American culture 
on the lives of Africans in the United States. The author, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, discusses racial 
and ethnicity issues through Ifemelu and Obinze. The two young Nigerians discover how emotions and 
relationships become even more complicated as they experience it as Africans in an open society such 
as the United States and more importantly how they are permanently changed by these experiences. 
Available in a variety of formats, this summary is aimed for those who want to capture the gist of the 
book but don't have the current time to devour all 610 pages. You get the main summary along with 
all of the benefits and lessons the actual book has to offer. This summary is not intended to be used 
without reference to the original book.

Summary Chimamanda Ngozi's Americanah

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A GUIDE TO THE ORIGINAL BOOK. Guide to Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's 
Americanah Preview: Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie chronicles the lives and relationships 
of two young Nigerians named Ifemelu and Obinze, and explores the culture of the United States 
from an African perspective. The novel considers issues of race and the complexities of love, family, 



friendship, and romantic relationships in the United States... Inside this companion: - Summary of the 
book - Important People - Character Analysis - Analysis of the Themes and Author's Style

Guide to Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's Americanah

Americanah: by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie | Conversation Starters A Brief Look Inside: Americanah, 
speaking of race issues in the United States, through the eyes of the protagonist, Ifemelu. It also shows 
some insight into the problems of immigrants and racial issues in the United Kingdom through the eyes 
of Ifemelu’s first boyfriend, Obinze. The book also deals with the economic problems in Nigeria due to 
corruption and the lack of will of the government and the wealthy people to bring about change. Ifemelu 
is a Nigerian girl who gets tired of the constant strikes in her university and goes abroad to complete her 
education. Her experiences in both Nigeria and the United States form the basis of the book. EVERY 
GOOD BOOK CONTAINS A WORLD FAR DEEPER than the surface of its pages. The characters and 
their world come alive, and the characters and its world still live on. Conversation Starters is peppered 
with questions designed to bring us beneath the surface of the page and invite us into the world that lives 
on. These questions can be used to... Create Hours of Conversation: • Foster a deeper understanding 
of the book • Promote an atmosphere of discussion for groups • Assist in the study of the book, either 
individually or corporately • Explore unseen realms of the book as never seen before Disclaimer: This 
book you are about to enjoy is an independent resource to supplement the original book, enhancing 
your experience of Americanah. If you have not yet purchased a copy of the original book, please do 
before purchasing this unofficial Conversation Starters.

Americanah: A Novel by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie | Conversation Starters

FROM THE BOOKER PRIZE-WINNING AUTHOR OF GIRL, WOMAN, OTHER LONGLISTED FOR 
THE WOMEN'S PRIZE FOR FICTION 2009 WINNER OF THE ORANGE YOUTH PANEL AWARD 
2009 FINALIST FOR THE HURSTON WRIGHT LEGACY AWARD 2010 'A phenomenal book. It is so 
ingenious and so novel. Think The Handmaid's Tale meets Noughts and Crosses with a bit of Jonathan 
Swift and Lewis Carroll thrown in. This should be thought of as a feminist classic.' Women's Prize 
for Fiction Podcast Welcome to a world turned upside down. One minute, Doris, from England, is 
playing hide-and-seek with her sisters in the fields behind their cottage. The next, someone puts a 
bag over her head and she ends up in the hold of a slave-ship sailing to the New World . . . In this 
fantastically imaginative inversion of the transatlantic slave trade - in which 'whytes' are enslaved by 
black people - Bernardine Evaristo has created a thought-provoking satire that is as accessible and 
readable as it is intelligent and insightful. Blonde Roots brings the shackles and cries of long-ago 
barbarity uncomfortably close and raises timely questions about the society of today. 'A bold and brilliant 
game of counterfactual history. Evaristo keep[s] her wit and anger at a spicy simmer throughout' Daily 
Telegraph 'So human and real. Re-imagines past and present with refreshing humour and intelligence' 
Guardian 'A brilliant satire whose flashes of comedy make the underlying tragedy all the more poignant' 
Scotland on Sunday

Blonde Roots

Essay from the year 2019 in the subject Didactics for the subject English - Pedagogy, Literature Studies, 
grade: 12, Justus-Liebig-University Giessen, course: Culture in the EFLC, language: English, abstract: 
Literature has always played an essential role in the EFLC. Students have always had to deal with 
complicated and challenging works of literature. And not only in their native language, but also in their 
second language. It is considered that in this way they can improve their competences and language 
skills. But it is also believed to raise intercultural awareness by reading, for example, African literature. 
Most of the literature that is chosen for being read in school consists of known classic literature such 
as Shakespeare, Goethe or other white and male writers. All you see in today's world is literature about 
love, about science fiction, and so on. African literature was not about that, of course there are a bunch 
of writings about that. But that's not the main theme of the literature. African literature is dealing mostly 
with situations or themes that occurred or are occurring in their culture. The first writings from that time 
were about slavery and especially about its suffering and the pain that slaves had to go through. It is 
mostly about the experience of living in a segregated society. This paper will examine how important 
African literature is. It has to be mentioned that African literature is not the only, but one of many 
possibilities of literature that can be used. Since it is not easy to discuss African literature in general, 
this essay will focus mainly on the novel Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. This book is 
meant to be representative for the African Literature. My teacher recommended this novel to us in my 



school days when we read Mother to Mother by Sindiwe Magona. This term paper will investigate the 
potential of this book

Feminine Displacement and Formation of Identity in Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's Americanah

Protagonist Fina's search for happiness and belonging begins on the night of her aborted circumcision 
and continues through her teenage years in Freetown, Sierra Leone's capital; her twenties in the 
Washington Metropolitan Area; and ends with her return to Sierra Leone to work as an advocate for 
war-traumatized children. The novel explores the problems she encounters in each setting against 
the backdrop of the tensions, ambiguities, and fragmentation of the stranger/immigrant condition 
and the characters' struggles to clarify their ideas about "home" and "abroad." Fina's circumcision 
gets significant, though not sensational, play in the different attitudes toward the practice between 
her and her fiance Cammy, a Trinidadian urologist. The differences complicate their relationship at a 
time when skeletons from their pasts threaten their impending marriage. The stories of Fina's friend, 
African-American Aman and her fiance, Nigerian Bayo; of Edna (Fina's foster sister) and her husband 
Kizzy; and of Mawaf, a war-traumatized teen, unfold in subplots that merge with the main plot and 
overarching theme of belonging as characters straddle "home" and "abroad" places."

Teaching Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Americanah in an English Foreign Language Classroom

PLEASE NOTE: This is a summary and analysis of the book and NOT the original book. Americanah 
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie | Summary & Analysis Preview: Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie chronicles the lives and relationships of two young Nigerians named Ifemelu and Obinze, and 
explores the culture of the United States from an African perspective. The novel considers issues of race 
and the complexities of love, family, friendship, and romantic relationships in the United States. Ifemelu 
was raised by her parents in Lagos, a city in Nigeria. Her mother is a religious fanatic and her religiously 
indifferent father has strong opinions about the United States. Ifemelu has a close relationship with her 
Aunty Uju, her father's sister, who acted as a big sister or even motherly figure to Ifemelu throughout her 
younger years. Aunty Uju was the mistress of The General, a military official who impregnated her, but 
died after their son Dike turned one year old. After The General's death, Aunty Uju moved to the United 
States to raise Dike and start a new life... Inside this Instaread Summary & Analysis of Americanah: 
* Summary of book * Introduction to the Important People in the book * Analysis of the Themes and 
Author's Style About the Author With Instaread, you can get the summary and analysis of a book in 15 
minutes. We read every chapter, summarize and analyze it for your convenience.

So the Path Does Not Die

Literary Nonfiction. African & African American Studies. When Did You First Realize You Were Black? 
Provoked by the fraught relationship between the African continent and American culture in Chima-
manda Ngozi Adichie's Americanah, acclaimed Nigerian-American novelist Tochi Onyebuchi takes an 
emotional and intellectual journey through his own education in Blackness--his first loves, his intro-
duction to politics, and his eventual commitment to the struggle. Ranging from Paris to a Connecticut 
boarding school to a harrowing walk through the streets of Palestine, and touching on lessons from 
Frantz Fanon, Sylvia Wynter, Mohsin Hamid, August Wilson, Dear White People, and Black Panther, 
Onyebuchi blends memoir and cultural criticism to explore the ways in which identities, like diamonds, 
are pressurized into existence by suffering, and how "the other side of suffering is self-determination." 
(S)KINFOLK culminates in a trip to Nigeria, the homeland, where the author realizes that "we share a 
future," as Black Americans and Africans, on this "asymptotic journey" toward self-actualization.

Americanah

Americanah: by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie | Conversation Starters Limited Time Offer: $3.99 ($4.99) 
Americanah, speaking of race issues in the United States, through the eyes of the protagonist, Ifemelu. 
It also shows some insight into the problems of immigrants and racial issues in the United Kingdom 
through the eyes of Ifemelu's first boyfriend, Obinze. The book also deals with the economic problems 
in Nigeria due to corruption and the lack of will of the government and the wealthy people to bring 
about change. Ifemelu is a Nigerian girl who gets tired of the constant strikes in her university and goes 
abroad to complete her education. Her experiences in both Nigeria and the United States form the basis 
of the book. A Brief Look Inside: EVERY GOOD BOOK CONTAINS A WORLD FAR DEEPERthan the 
surface of its pages. The characters and their world come alive, and the characters and its world still 
live on. Conversation Starters is peppered with questions designed tobring us beneath the surface of 



the pageand invite us into the world that lives on. These questions can be used to.. Create Hours of 
Conversation: * Foster a deeper understanding of the book* Promote an atmosphere of discussion for 
groups* Assist in the study of the book, either individually or corporately* Explore unseen realms of the 
book as never seen beforeDisclaimer: This book you are about to enjoy is an independent resource to 
supplement the original book, enhancing your experience. If you have not yet purchased a copy of the 
original book, please do before purchasing this unofficial Conversation Starters.Download your copy 
today for a Limited Time Discount: $3.99 ($4.99) Read it on your PC, Mac, iOS or Android smartphone, 
tablet and Kindle devices.

(s)Kinfolk: Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's Americanah (...Afterwords)

SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2017 BAILEYS WOMEN'S PRIZE FOR FICTION SHORTLISTED FOR THE 
2018 WELLCOME BOOK PRIZE LONGLISTED FOR THE 2018 INTERNATIONAL DYLAN THOMAS 
PRIZE Yejide is hoping for a miracle, for a child. It is all her husband wants, all her mother-in-law wants, 
and she has tried everything. But when her relatives insist upon a new wife, it is too much for Yejide to 
bear. Unravelling against the social and political turbulence of 1980s Nigeria, Stay With Me is a story 
of the fragility of married love, the undoing of family, the power of grief, and the all-consuming bonds of 
motherhood. It is a tale about the desperate attempts we make to save ourselves, and those we love, 
from heartbreak.

Conversations on Americanah: a Novel by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Seminar paper from the year 2020 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,0, University 
of Dusseldorf "Heinrich Heine\

Stay With Me

FINALIST FOR THE 2021 PULITZER PRIZE FOR POETRY 2021 AMERICAN BOOK AWARD WIN-
NER “An undisputed literary event.” —NPR “History—with its construction and its destruction—is at 
the heart of In the Lateness of the World. . . . In [it] one feels the poet cresting a wave—a new wave 
that will crash onto new lands and unexplored territories.” —Hilton Als, The New Yorker Over four 
decades, Carolyn Forché’s visionary work has reinvigorated poetry’s power to awaken the reader. 
Her groundbreaking poems have been testimonies, inquiries, and wonderments. They daringly map 
a territory where poetry asserts our inexhaustible responsibility to one another. Her first new collection 
in seventeen years, In the Lateness of the World is a tenebrous book of crossings, of migrations across 
oceans and borders but also between the present and the past, life and death. The world here seems 
to be steadily vanishing, but in the moments before the uncertain end, an illumination arrives and “there 
is nothing that cannot be seen.” In the Lateness of the World is a revelation from one of the finest poets 
writing today.

Intersectionality in Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Eine einschneidende Liebesgeschichte zwischen drei Kontinenten – virtuos und gegenwartsnah 
erzählt von einer der großen jungen Stimmen der Weltliteratur. Chimamanda Adichie erzählt von der 
Liebe zwischen Ifemelu und Obinze, die im Nigeria der neunziger Jahre ihren Lauf nimmt. Dann 
trennen sich ihre Wege: Die selbstbewusste Ifemelu studiert in Princeton, Obinze strandet als illegaler 
Einwanderer in London. Nach Jahren stehen sie plötzlich vor einer Entscheidung, die ihr Leben auf 
den Kopf stellt. Adichie gelingt ein eindringlicher, moderner und hochpolitischer Roman über Identität 
und Rassismus in unserer globale Welt.

In the Lateness of the World

Seminar paper from the year 2020 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, 
grade: 1.0, University of Constance (FB Literatur, Kunst- und Medienwissenschaften), course: Writing 
Africa, language: English, abstract: The present research paper aims to prove in a first step that the 
American Dream acts as a leitmotif throughout the entire novel, thus showing that it is ideally suited as 
an object of investigation, in order to explore and discuss in a further step whether Ifemelu's American 
Dream can ultimately be regarded as fulfilled or disappointed, including the emphasis on important 
literary topoi such as race, the question of women's rights and social matters. Due to the paper's given 
length and the particular subject chosen, the following analysis will mainly focus on Ifemelu and her 
experiences, as she actually leaves Nigeria for the U.S. and then comes back to her home country, 



thus representing the perfect research subject under the thesis of the American Dream, it's reliving 
and consequences through her personae. As for Obinze, who experiences similar difficulties in the 
U.K., a comparison does present itself, but can only be the subject of another research paper.

Americanah

Nkem is living a life of wealth and security in America, until she discovers that her husband is keeping 
a girlfriend back home in Nigeria. In this high-intensity story of passion and the masks we all wear, 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, author of the acclaimed novels Half of a Yellow Sun and Americanah and 
winner of the Orange Prize and the National Book Critics Circle Award, explores the ties that bind men 
and women, parents and children, Africa and the United States. “Imitation” is a selection from Adichie’s 
collection The Thing Around Your Neck. An eBook short.

Americanah: By Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (Trivia-On-Books)

It's the end of the nineteenth century in San Francisco's Chinatown, and ghost hunters from the 
Maoshan traditions of Daoism keep malevolent spiritual forces at bay. Li-lin, the daughter of a renowned 
Daoshi exorcist, is a young widow burdened with yin eyes-the unique ability to see the spirit world. Her 
spiritual visions and the death of her husband bring shame to Li-lin and her father-and shame is not 
something this immigrant family can afford. When a sorcerer cripples her father, terrible plans are set 
in motion, and only Li-lin can stop them. To aid her are her martial arts and a peachwood sword, her 
burning paper talismans, and a wisecracking spirit in the form of a human eyeball tucked away in her 
pocket. Navigating the dangerous alleys and backrooms of a male-dominated Chinatown, Li-lin must 
confront evil spirits, gangsters, and soulstealers before the sorcerer's ritual summons an ancient evil 
that could burn Chinatown to the ground.

Notions of the American Dream in Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's Novel Americanah

Dwight is only twenty-eight, but he's having a midlife crisis. Of course, living a dissolute, dorm like 
existence in a tiny apartment and working in tech support at Pfizer - are not especially conducive 
to wisdom. His biggest problem: a chronic inability to make up his mind. Encouraged by one of his 
roommates, he swallows the first fateful pill.

Imitation

Originally published: Berkeley, CA: Flaming Chalice Press, 2010.

The Girl with Ghost Eyes

Inside this Instaread Summary & Analysis of Americanah:* Summary of book* Introduction to the 
Important People in the book* Analysis of the Themes and Author's Style

Indecision

What is the difference between writing a novel about the Holocaust and fabricating a memoir? Do 
narratives about the Holocaust have a special obligation to be 'truthful'--that is, faithful to the facts of 
history? Or is it okay to lie in such works? In her provocative study A Thousand Darknesses, Ruth 
Franklin investigates these questions as they arise in the most significant works of Holocaust fiction, 
from Tadeusz Borowski's Auschwitz stories to Jonathan Safran Foer's postmodernist family history. 
Franklin argues that the memory-obsessed culture of the last few decades has led us to mistakenly 
focus on testimony as the only valid form of Holocaust writing. As even the most canonical texts have 
come under scrutiny for their fidelity to the facts, we have lost sight of the essential role that imagination 
plays in the creation of any literary work, including the memoir. Taking a fresh look at memoirs by Elie 
Wiesel and Primo Levi, and examining novels by writers such as Piotr Rawicz, Jerzy Kosinski, W.G. 
Sebald, and Wolfgang Koeppen, Franklin makes a persuasive case for literature as an equally vital 
vehicle for understanding the Holocaust (and for memoir as an equally ambiguous form). The result is 
a study of immense depth and range that offers a lucid view of an often cloudy field.

Yellow Crocus

Beyond its housing estates and identikit high streets there is another Britain. This is the Britain of 
mist-drenched forests and unpredictable sea-frets: of wraith-like fog banks, druidic mistletoe and 



peculiar creatures that lurk, half-unseen, in the undergrowth, tantalising and teasing just at the 
periphery of human vision. How have the remarkably persistent folkloric traditions of the British Isles 
formed and been formed by the psyches of those who inhabit them? In this sparkling new history, 
Carolyne Larrington explores the diverse ways in which a myriad of fantastical beings has moulded the 
nation's cultural history. Fairies, elves and goblins here tread purposefully, sometimes malignly, over 
an eerie landscape that also conceals brownies, selkies, trows, knockers, boggarts, land-wights, Jack 
o'Lanterns, Barguests, the sinister Nuckleavee and Black Shuck: terrifying hell-hound of the Norfolk 
coast with eyes of burning coal. Ranging from Shetland to Jersey and from Ireland to East Anglia, while 
evoking the Wild Hunt, the ghostly bells of Lyonesse and the dread fenlands haunted by Grendel, this 
is a book that will captivate all those who long for the wild places: the mountains and chasms where 
giants lie in wait

Summary of Americanah

A Thousand Darknesses
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