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Economics as Social Science

There is a growing consensus in social sciences that there is a need for interdisciplinary research 
on the complexity of human behavior. At an age of crisis for both the economy and economic theory, 
economics is called upon to fruitfully cooperate with contiguous social disciplines. The term ‘economics 
imperialism’ refers to the expansion of economics to territories that lie outside the traditional domain of 
the discipline. Its critics argue that in starting with the assumption of maximizing behaviour, economics 
excludes the nuances of rival disciplines and has problems in interpreting real-world phenomena. This 
book focuses on a territory that persists to be largely intractable using the postulates of economics: that 
of primitive societies. In retracing the origins of economics imperialism back to the birth of the discipline, 
this volume argues that it offers a reductionist interpretation that is poor in interpretative power. By 
engaging with the neglected traditions of sociological and anthropological studies, the analysis offers 
suggestions for a more democratic cooperation between the social sciences. Economics as Social 
Science is of great interest to those who study history of economic thought, political economy and the 
history of economic anthropology, as well as history of social sciences and economic methodology.

Economics as Social Science

There is a growing consensus in social sciences that there is a need for interdisciplinary research 
on the complexity of human behavior. At an age of crisis for both the economy and economic theory, 
economics is called upon to fruitfully cooperate with contiguous social disciplines. The term 'economics 
imperialism' refers to the expansion of economics to territories that lie outside the traditional domain of 
the discipline. Its critics argue that in starting with the assumption of maximizing behaviour, economics 
excludes the nuances of rival disciplines and has problems in interpreting real-world phenomena. This 
book focuses on a territory that persists to be largely intractable using the postulates of economics: that 
of primitive societies. In retracing the origins of economics imperialism back to the birth of the discipline, 
this volume argues that it offers a reductionist interpretation that is poor in interpretative power. By 
engaging with the neglected traditions of sociological and anthropological studies, the analysis offers 
suggestions for a more democratic cooperation between the social sciences. Economics as Social 
Scienceis of great interest to those who study history of economic thought, political economy and the 
history of economic anthropology, as well as history of social sciences and economic methodology.

Economics and Interdisciplinary Exchange

Economists have not always been on friendly terms with scientists from other fields. More than once, 
economists have been accused of 'imperialism' or criticized for neglecting the insights obtained in other 
fields. The history of economics, however, yields manifold examples of interdisciplinary 'borrowing' 
where economists have adapted concepts and theories from other fields. This book deals with the 
exchanges (or sometimes the lack thereof) between economics and neighbouring disciplines. The 
contributions examine specific cases and episodes taken from the history of economics, indicating 
that many important economists were paying attention to what happened beyond the borders of 
their own field. The themes covered include: the interaction of economics with literature, Christian 
theology, history, demography, and natural sciences the relationships between economics and policy, 
and economics and 'common sense'. With contributions from leading specialists, this volume will prove 



essential reading not only for those working in economics, but also those interested in the possibilities 
of disciplinary cross-fertilisation in any subject.

Economics Imperialism and Interdisciplinarity: The Watershed and After

In Economics Imperialism and Interdisciplinarity: The Watershed and After, Ben Fine selects and adds 
to his key articles tracking economics imperialism through three phases, focusing on the last decade 
of the third phase – anything goes as with freakonomics. Each article is accompanied by a preamble 
setting the context in which it appeared, with a new overall introduction and literature survey drawing 
out the overall significance for contemporary scholarship. Ranging over mainstream and heterodox 
economics, the disputes between them, the relationship between economics and other disciplines, 
and authors such as Lazear, Stiglitz and Akerlof, the accelerating presence of economics imperialism 
is documented alongside its perverse, critical neglect. The volume is imperative for those engaging in 
political economy across the social sciences.

From Economics Imperialism to Freakonomics

Is or has economics ever been the imperial social science? Could or should it ever be so? These are 
the central concerns of this book. It involves a critical reflection on the process of how economics 
became the way it is, in terms of a narrow and intolerant orthodoxy, that has, nonetheless, increasingly 
directed its attention to appropriating the subject matter of other social sciences through the process 
termed "economics imperialism". In other words, the book addresses the shifting boundaries between 
economics and the other social sciences as seen from the confines of the dismal science, with some 
reflection on the responses to the economic imperialists by other disciplines. Significantly, an old 
economics imperialism is identified of the "as if market" style most closely associated with Gary Becker, 
the public choice theory of Buchanan and Tullock and cliometrics. But this has given way to a more 
"revolutionary" form of economics imperialism associated with the information-theoretic economics of 
Akerlof and Stiglitz, and the new institutional economics of Coase, Wiliamson and North. Embracing 
one "new" field after another, economics imperialism reaches its most extreme version in the form of 
"freakonomics\

Scientific Imperialism

The growing body of research on interdisciplinarity has encouraged a more in depth analysis of the 
relations that hold among academic disciplines. In particular, the incursion of one scientific discipline 
into another discipline’s traditional domain, also known as scientific imperialism, has been a matter 
of increasing debate. Following this trend, Scientific Imperialism aims to bring together philosophers 
of science and historians of science interested in the topic of scientific imperialism and, in particular, 
interested in the conceptual clarification, empirical identification, and normative assessment of the 
idea of scientific imperialism. Thus, this innovative volume has two main goals. Indeed, the authors first 
seek to understand interdisciplinary relations emerging from the incursion of one scientific discipline 
into one or more other disciplines, such as in cases in which the conventions and procedures of one 
discipline or field are imposed on other fields; or more weakly when a scientific discipline seeks to 
explain phenomena that are traditionally considered proper of another discipline’s domain. Secondly, 
the authors explore ways of distinguishing imperialistic from non-imperialistic interactions between 
disciplines and research fields. The first sustained study of scientific imperialism, this volume will 
appeal to postgraduate students and postdoctoral researchers interested in fields such as Science 
and Technology Studies, Sociology of Science & Technology, Philosophy of Science, and History of 
Science.

Heterodox Challenges in Economics

This book discloses the economic foundations of European fiscal and monetary policies by introducing 
readers to an array of alternative approaches in economics. It presents various heterodox theories put 
forward by classical economists, Marx, Sraffa and Keynes, as a coherent challenge to neo-classical 
theory. The book underscores and critically assesses the analytical inconsistencies of European 
economic policy and the conservative nature of the current European governance. In this light, it 
examines the political obstacles to proposals to reform the European monetary union, as well as those 
originating in the neo-mercantilist German model. Given its scope and format, the book offers a valuable 
asset for researchers and members of the general public alike.



Economics Imperialism and Interdisciplinarity: The Watershed and After: Critical Reconstructions of 
Political Economy, Volume 2

In Economics Imperialism and Interdisciplinarity: The Watershed and After, Ben Fine tracks economics 
imperialism through three phases, focusing on the last decade. Critical context is provided through an 
overall introduction and literature survey drawing out overall significance for contemporary scholarship.

Health Care Economics

The analytical approach of standard health economics has so far failed to sufficiently account for the 
nature of care. This has important ramifications for the analysis and valuation of care, and therefore 
for the pattern of health and medical care provision. This book sets out an alternative approach, which 
places care at the center of an economics of health, showing how essential it is that care is appropriately 
recognized in policy as a means of enhancing the dignity of the individual. Whereas traditional health 
economics has tended to eschew value issues, this book embraces them, introducing care as a 
normative element at the center of theoretical analysis. Drawing upon care theory from feminist works, 
philosophy, nursing and medicine, and political economy, the authors develop a health care economics 
with a moral basis in health care systems. In providing deeper insights into the nature of care and 
caring, this book seeks to redress the shortcomings of the standard approach and contribute to the 
development of a more person-based approach to health and medical care in economics. Health Care 
Economics will be of interest to researchers and postgraduate students in health economics, heterodox 
economists, and those interested in health and medical care.

Neglected Links in Economics and Society

This book deals with the Neglected Links in economics and society. These neglected links are the inner 
bonds and lines which keep the society and economy together and are almost interconnected although 
they are very often treated and discussed separately in different discourses. Contemporary discussion 
has forgotten to think universally and to integrate items into one common field of observation. Instead, 
too often particular items are studied and discussed as being independent of each other without 
acknowledging a broader context. The book gives an exemplary instruction on how to treat reciprocal 
links and how to work in an interdisciplinary way, which tackles history, sociology and economics 
at least. By so doing, the book as also serves as an educational instruction for integrative and 
interdisciplinary science instead of recapitulating mono-disciplinary approaches. Discussion includes 
topics such as social and economic inequality research, limits of rationality, and orthodoxies and 
heterodoxies of economic research, as well as a discussion of the heroes of interdisciplinary thought.

Economics and Other Disciplines

During the second half of the twentieth century, economics exported its logic – utility maximization 
– to the analysis of several human activities or realities: a tendency that has been called “economic 
imperialism”. This book explores the concept termed by John Davis as “reverse imperialism”, whereby 
economics has been seen in recent years to have taken in elements from other disciplines. Economics 
and Other Disciplines sheds light on the current state and possible future development of economics 
by focusing on it from a philosophical perspective, broadening the concept of rationality in economic 
theory. The beliefs that prevail in the world today make up a physicalist worldview. This book argues 
that this pervasive view is harmful for economics as a social science. Do new economic currents like 
behavioral economics, evolutionary economics, neuroeconomics, institutional economics, happiness 
economics, the capability approach and civil economy, escape this widespread mentality? What would 
be an adequate underlying economic ethos? Do these approaches fit into this ethos? Ricardo F. Crespo 
appraises the contributions from a classical philosophy angle, emphasizing their implications regarding 
practical reason. This volume is of great importance to those who are interested in political economy, 
economic theory and philosophy, as well as philosophy of social science.

Adam Smith and Modernity

This volume features 19 original chapters on Adam Smith’s conception of modernity. The contributions 
demonstrate the relevance of Smith as the great interpreter of modernity 250 years after the publication 
of The Wealth of Nations. The chapters in Part 1 focus on structural aspects of Smith’s work. They 
cover topics such as Smith as the theorist of a spontaneous order, the systematic dimension of Smith’s 
theoretical construction, and Smith’s role as a historian of economic thought. Part 2 addresses Smith’s 



conception of modern subjectivity between Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles-Lettres, Theory of Moral 
Sentiments, and Wealth of Nations. Here the contributors consider the figure of the Smithian "merchant" 
and the importance of ridicule and satire for understanding modern civility, and comment on the role of 
sympathy, imagination, and moral judgement in developing a sense of self, the condition of the modern 
man in society, and the virtue of self-command. Part 3 focuses on the crucial question of the relationship 
between ethics and economics discussing the link between efficiency, equity and justice, the nature of 
Smith's theory of value, and the ethical connotation of Smith's critique. Part 4 deals with topics inherent 
to the functional dynamics and development process of the Smithian "commercial society." These topics 
include law and authority, the relationship between work and freedom, the parable of the "poor man's 
son," and the economic and political consequences of the new secular orthodoxy. Finally, the chapters 
in Part 5 explore themes related to history and the Smithian idea of progress. They focus on the link 
between trade and progress of civilization, Smith’s modern sociological vision of mass commercial 
societies, Smith's judgement on “savage” and premodern societies, and the controversial question of 
the immanentistic or providentialist perspective from which Smith considers both the social dynamics 
and the historical process. Adam Smith and Modernity will appeal to scholars and advanced students 
on 18th-century philosophy, the history of economic thought, and the history of social and political 
philosophy.

Economic Theory in the Twentieth Century, An Intellectual History—Volume III

Aims to widen the conversation about the history of economics both substantively and historiographi-
cally.

The Unsocial Social Science?

Kenneth Boulding was a prolific writer across so many different fields that not only is he often much 
referred to and cited, he is considered a core member of many of these fields. Boulding is the 
quintessential interdisciplinary scholar. He died in 1993, but he has left a legacy in economics, conflict 
studies, systems theory, ecology, biology, communication studies, and ethics. As an economist proper 
he has tested and expanded the boundaries of that field without unduly "invading" and undermining 
the expertise and established knowledge of the other social sciences. This proposed volume will allow 
scholars who have worked or are starting to work in areas that Boulding has initiated, established and 
made a continued contribution to, to understand the links between these fields and other related ones. 
The volume will establish a source of inspiration for some time to come.

Interdisciplinary Economics

This book takes an interdisciplinary approach to the world of consumption, covering different topics 
and including sociological, economic and marketing aspects. The term ‘consumption’ is vague and 
even in academic disciplines the term is used in a variety of ways. Consumption research asks how 
earnings and spending are related to each other. More generally, consumption research investigates 
how people, social classes or societies realize their consumption practices. The question of how 
consistent preference structures are due to changing empirical backgrounds of time, space and related 
culture is frequently asked. Which context variables (historical time, geographical framework, cultural 
background) specify the practice of consumption and in which way do attributes such as age, gender, 
class, occupation and life-style have their own impacts on the way in which consumption is realised? 
This book will be of interest to researchers working in economics, sociology, marketing, aesthetics and 
design, anthropology and communication studies.

Consumption and Life-Styles

In Economics Imperialism and Interdisciplinarity: Before the Watershed, Ben Fine offers a selection 
of his key articles charting the rise of economics imperialism. Each article is accompanied by a 
preamble that sets the context in which it appeared, with an overall introduction drawing out the overall 
significance for contemporary scholarship. Ranging over mainstream and heterodox economics, the 
disputes between them, the relationship between economics and other disciplines, and authors as 
diverse as Kuhn, Becker and Bourdieu, the collection offers a unique and compelling account of how 
mainstream economics has both changed dramatically whilst its core and narrow principles have 
remained as sacrosanct as they are invalid. The volume is imperative for those engaging in political 
economy across the social sciences.



Economics Imperialism and Interdisciplinarity: Before the Watershed

Neoliberalism is a doctrine that adopts a free market policy in a deregulated political framework. In 
recent years, neoliberalism has become increasingly prominent as a doctrine in Western society, and 
has been heavily discussed in both academia and the media. In The Origins of Neoliberalism, the joint 
effort of an economist and a philosopher offers a theoretical overview of both neoliberalism’s genesis 
within economic theory and social studies as well as its development outside academia. Tracing the 
sources of neoliberalism within the history of economic thought, the book explores the differences 
between neoliberalism and classical liberalism. This book’s aim is to make clear that neoliberalism 
is not a natural development of the old classical liberalism, but rather that it represents a dramatic 
alteration of its original nature and meaning. Also, it fights against the current idea according to which 
neoliberalism would coincide with the triumph of free market economy. In its use of both history of 
economics and philosophy, this book takes a highly original approach to the concept of neoliberalism. 
The analysis presented here will be of great interest to scholars and students of history of economics, 
political economy, and philosophy of social science.

The Origins of Neoliberalism

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Japan, China, and both Tsarist Russia and 
later the USSR, vied for imperial dominance in Northeast Asia. In the process, they contested and 
at the same time adopted many of the physical and rhetorical features of Old-World imperialism, 
mitigated by domestic political forces and deeply ingrained cultural and historical values. With chapters 
written by scholars from Europe and Asia, including Russia, this collection offers new international 
and interdisciplinary perspectives on competitions between imperialisms in Northeast Asia in the 
period 1894–1953, exploring encounters between old rivals and new protagonists. Bringing together 
specialists from different disciplines and drawing on newly discovered and hard-to-access sources, it 
presents a uniquely comparative and holistic perspective on the symbiotic relationships between these 
regional powers and resistance to them. The contributors focus on four key areas: ideology, rivalry and 
territoriality, social factors, and visual representations. A valuable resource for students and scholars of 
modern Northeast Asian history, and highly pertinent to understanding the imperial posturing between 
some of the same protagonists today.

Competing Imperialisms in Northeast Asia

The discipline of economics has been increasingly criticized for its inability to illuminate the workings 
of the real world and to provide reliable policy guidance for the major economic and social challenges 
of our time. A central problem in contemporary economics, and a problem from which many of its other 
failings flow, is its lack of plurality. By a lack of plurality it is meant that contemporary economics lacks 
diversity in its methods, theories, epistemology and methodology. It is also meant that economics has 
become far less interdisciplinary. From Economics to Political Economy offers an explanation as to 
why economics has become so determinedly non-pluralistic, and also gives considerable attention to 
exploring and evaluating promising strategies for reform. These strategies include developing a pluralist 
economics under the label of ‘political economy’ within other social science departments (such as 
departments of politics). Along the way the reader will learn about the worldwide student movement 
seeking greater pluralism in economics, encounter some dramatic case studies in intellectual suppres-
sion, gain a fuller sense of the nature of contemporary economics and explore the relationship between 
economics and other social sciences. This book is of interest to any social scientist, particularly those 
with interests in economics and politics.

From Economics to Political Economy

Recent attempts at exploring the interface between economics and the other social sciences have often 
ended in little more than attempts to incorporate the other disciplines under an economistic regime. 
This book brings them into a dialogue.

Interfaces in Economic and Social Analysis

In Economics Imperialism and Interdisciplinarity: Before the Watershed, Ben Fine offers a selection 
of his key articles charting the rise of economics imperialism. Each article is accompanied by a 
preamble that sets the context in which it appeared, with an overall introduction drawing out the overall 
significance for contemporary scholarship. Ranging over mainstream and heterodox economics, the 



disputes between them, the relationship between economics and other disciplines, and thinkers as 
diverse as Kuhn, Becker and Bourdieu, the collection offers a unique and compelling account of how 
mainstream economics has both changed dramatically whilst its core and narrow principles have 
remained as sacrosanct as they are invalid. The volume is imperative for those engaging in political 
economy across the social sciences.

Economics Imperialism and Interdisciplinarity: Before the Watershed

This work calls into question the tendency of economic method to try and explain all economic 
phenomena by using the same catch-all theories and dealing in universal truths. It argues that you 
need different theories to analyze different economic phenomena and systems.

How Economics Forgot History

Shows how economics was once rich, diverse, multidimensional and pluralistic. Details how political 
economy became economics through the desocialisation and dehistoricisation of the dismal science.

From Political Economy to Economics

In the immediate aftermath of the global financial crisis of 2008, governments around the developed 
world coordinated policy moves to stimulate economic activity and avert a depression. In subsequent 
years, however, cuts to public expenditure, or austerity, have become the dominant narrative in public 
debate on economic policy. This unique collaboration between economists and linguists examines 
manifestations of the discourses of austerity as these have played out in media, policy and academic 
settings across Europe and the Americas. Adopting a critical perspective, it seeks to elucidate the 
discursive and argumentation strategies used to consolidate austerity as the dominant economic policy 
narrative of the twenty-first century.

Discourse Analysis and Austerity

The essays in this volume present a comprehensive view of modern economics. They range from 
technical papers on a specific issue, such as that devoted to a critique of Kaldor's model of income 
distribution, through evaluation of a wide-ranging literature, with special emphasis on the Cambridge 
controversies in the theory of capital. * Intellectual portraits of Eric Russell, Joan Robinson and Lorie 
Tarshis are also included. * The concluding essay 'The Social Science Imperialists' gives an overview 
of the issues and trends that have dominated economics in recent years.

The Social Science Imperialists

Economics, like most other social sciences, is not a pure discipline. Indeed, it has been enhanced by 
the fact that there is so much overlap between it and the related fields of business, industrial relations, 
political science, social psychology, and sociology. This book is the first attempt to explain how work 
in economics has influenced and benefited from a merging of economic analysis with the research 
practices of these related fields of study. With contributions from leading economists from around the 
world, it demonstrates how economics is leading the way toward a more unified social science.

The Expansion of Economics

The Economics of Empire: Genealogies of Capital and the Colonial Encounter is a multidisciplinary 
intervention into postcolonial theory that constructs and theorizes a political economy of empire. This 
comprehensive collection traces the financial genealogies associated with the colonial enterprise, 
the strategies of economic precarity, the pedigrees of capital, and the narratives of exploitation that 
underlay and determined the course of modern history. One of the first attempts to take this approach 
in postcolonial studies, the book seeks to sketch the commensal relation—a symbiotic "phoresy"—be-
tween capitalism and colonialism, reading them as linked structures that carried and sustained each 
other through and across the modern era. The scholars represented here are all postcolonial critics 
working in a range of disciplines, including Political Science, Sociology, History, Peace and Conflict 
Studies, Legal Studies, and Literary Criticism, exploring the connections between empire and capital, 
and the historical and political implications of that structural hinge. Each author engages existing 
postcolonial and poststructuralist theory and criticism while bridging it over to research and analytic 
lenses less frequently engaged by postcolonial critics. In so doing, they devise novel intersectional 
and interdisciplinary frameworks through which to produce more greatly nuanced understandings of 



imperialism, capitalism, and their inextricable relation, "new" postcolonial critiques of empire for the 
twenty-first century. This book will be an excellent resource for students and researchers of Postcolonial 
Studies, Literature, History, Sociology, Economics, Political Science and International Studies, among 
others.

The Economics of Empire

This book seeks to advance social economic analysis, economic methodology, and the history of 
economic thought in the context of twenty-first-century scholarship and socio-economic concerns. 
Bringing together carefully selected chapters by leading scholars it examines the central contributions 
that John Davis has made to various areas of scholarship. In recent decades, criticisms of mainstream 
economics have rekindled interest in a number of areas of scholarly inquiry that were frequently ignored 
by mainstream economic theory and practice during the second half of the twentieth century, including 
social economics, economic methodology and history of economic thought. This book contributes to 
a growing literature on the revival of these areas of scholarship and highlights the pivotal role that 
John Davis’s work has played in the ongoing revival. Together, the international panel of contributors 
show how Davis’s insights in complexity theory, identity, and stratification are key to understanding a 
reconfigured economic methodology. They also reveal that Davis’s willingness to draw from multiple 
academic disciplines gives us a platform for interrogating mainstream economics and provides the 
basis for a humane yet scientific alternative. This unique volume will be essential reading for advanced 
students and researchers across social economics, history of economic thought, economic methodol-
ogy, political economy and philosophy of social science.

History, Methodology and Identity for a 21st Century Social Economics

Social forces are important determinants of how people behave, how economies work at the macro-
economic level, and the effectiveness of economic policies. However, this dimension is generally 
overlooked in mainstream economics. How Social Forces Impact the Economy demonstrates that a 
broader conception of social economics provides for a better understanding of how economies work 
as a whole. This book argues that adopting a truly social approach to economics opens the door to 
studying how people form preferences, and how they learn by taking cues from others about how 
to behave and what to consume. Each chapter contributor works to highlight the breadth of new 
insights and possibilities that emerge from a fuller understanding of social economics. Part I focuses 
on microeconomics, bringing individual behaviors and individual entrepreneurs into a more social 
context. Part II focuses on macroeconomic topics, such as how money and quasi-monies (like Bitcoins) 
are social, how money developed as a social institution, and how social forces matter for economic 
development. Finally, Part III looks at the consequences of considering social factors when it comes 
to policy: environmental policy, industrial policy, and policies promoting greater equality. This book is 
invaluable reading to anyone interested in the relationship between economics and sociology, how 
social forces affect policy effectiveness, human behavior, and the overall economy.

How Social Forces Impact the Economy

Although it was an important specialization in economics in the mid-twentieth century, welfare eco-
nomics has received less attention in the twenty-first century. This book explores the history of welfare 
economics, with a view to explaining its rise and subsequent decline. Drawing on both philosophy and 
economics, this book offers a new and original perspective on the history of welfare economics, starting 
with Pigou and charting the trajectory of applied and theoretical welfare economics throughout the 
twentieth century. This book will be of interest to students and researchers of philosophy, economics 
and history of economic thought.

Welfare Economics

Showcasing fuzzy set theory, this book highlights the enormous potential of fuzzy logic in helping to 
analyse the complexity of a wide range of socio-economic patterns and behaviour. The contributions 
to this volume explore the most up-to-date fuzzy-set methods for the measurement of socio-economic 
phenomena in a multidimensional and/or dynamic perspective. Thus far, fuzzy-set theory has primarily 
been utilised in the social sciences in the field of poverty measurement. These chapters examine 
the latest work in this area, while also exploring further applications including social exclusion, the 
labour market, educational mismatch, sustainability, quality of life and violence against women. The 
authors demonstrate that real-world situations are often characterised by imprecision, uncertainty 



and vagueness, which cannot be properly described by the classical set theory which uses a simple 
true–false binary logic. By contrast, fuzzy-set theory has been shown to be a powerful tool for describing 
the multidimensionality and complexity of social phenomena. This book will be of significant interest 
to economists, statisticians and sociologists utilising quantitative methods to explore socio-economic 
phenomena.

Analysis of Socio-Economic Conditions

The wide array of contributions to this book draws on the rapidly growing body of post-colonial studies 
to critique both orthodox and heterodox economics.

Postcolonialism Meets Economics

Mainstream economics offers a perspective on the gift which is constructed around exchange, axioms 
of self-interest, instrumental rationality and utility-maximisation – concepts that predominate within 
conventional forms of economic analysis. Recognising the gift as an example of social practice under-
pinned by social institutions, this book moves beyond this utilitarian approach to explore perspectives 
on the gift from social and institutional economics. Through contributions from an international and 
interdisciplinary cast of authors, the chapters explore key questions such as: what is the relationship 
between social institutions, on the one hand, and gift, exchange, reciprocity on the other? What are 
the social mechanisms that underpin gift and gift-giving actions? And finally, what is the relationship 
between individuals, societies, gift-giving and cooperation? The answers to these questions and others 
serve to highlight the importance of the analysis of gift in economics and other social sciences. The 
book also demonstrates the potential of the analysis of the gift to contribute to solving current problems 
for humanity at various levels of social aggregation. This key text makes a significant contribution to the 
literature on the gift which will be of interest to readers of heterodox economics, social anthropology, 
philosophy of economics, sociology and political philosophy.

The Gift in the Economy and Society

This book explores how imperialism has been evolving in the neoliberal era, with the aim of providing a 
systematic and integrative understanding of the inner dynamics and vulnerabilities of the contemporary 
imperialist system. Asking how it has been possible to sustain an imperialist system that fails to address 
the problems of unemployment, declining standards of living and globalizing conflicts, the author draws 
upon theoretical and empirical contributions from the current literature to further recent efforts at 
re-conceptualizing imperialism under the conditions of neoliberal globalization and advances a critique 
of the school of transnationalism in global political economy. The author puts forward that contemporary 
imperialism rests on a triangular structure composed of (a) economic imperialism, which is driven by 
a neoliberal logic of maximizing monopoly profits at massive societal costs; (b) military imperialism, 
which is shaped by the neoliberal transformation of the US military-industrial complex with the rise of 
private armies, the globalization of narcocapitalism, and the weaponization of Islamist terrorism and 
ethno-religious divides; and (c) cultural imperialism, which is led by the media- and nonprofit-corporate 
complexes, having weaponized the media and civil society in manufacturing popular consent. The 
book’s arguments are also extended to the current challenges of imperialism embodied in the rise of 
the BRICS, post-hegemonic forms of regional cooperation, and global popular resistance. As such, it 
will appeal to scholars of politics and sociology with interests in globalization, imperialism, capitalism, 
and global power.

Imperialism after the Neoliberal Turn

This Research Handbook advances entrepreneurship theory in new ways by integrating and contribut-
ing to contemporary theories of practice. Leading theorists and entrepreneurship experts, who are part 
of the growing Entrepreneurship as Practice (EaP) research community, expertly propose method-
ologies, theories and empirical insights into the constitution and consequences of entrepreneuring 
practices.

Handbook of Alternative Theories of Political Economy

Leading historians trace the changing fortunes of the social science of social problems since World War 
II.



Redrawing the Boundaries of the Social Sciences

These two volumes cover the principal areas to which Post-Keynesian economists have made dis-
tinctive contributions. The contents include the significant criticism by Post-Keynesians of mainstream 
economics, but the emphasis is on positive Post-Keynesian analysis of the economic problems of the 
modern world and of policies with which to tackle them.

The Oxford Handbook of Post-Keynesian Economics, Volume 2

Economics is not only a social science, it is a genuine science. Like the physical sciences, economics 
uses a methodology that produces refutable implications and tests these implications using solid 
statistical techniques. In particular, economics stresses three factors that distinguish it from other social 
sciences. Economists use the construct of rational individuals who engage in maximizing behavior. 
Economic models adhere strictly to the importance of equilibrium as part of any theory. Finally, a focus 
on efficiency leads economists to ask questions that other social sciences ignore. These ingredients 
have allowed economics to invade intellectual territory that was previously deemed to be outside the 
discipline's realm

Economic Imperialism

This book is based on the premise that mainstream economics has become excessively specialized 
and formalized, entering a state of de facto withdrawal from the study of the economy in favour 
of exercises in applied mathematics. The editors believe that there is much scope for synergies by 
engaging in an encounter with economics and the other social sciences. The chapters in this book 
offer important new contributions to such a development. A select group of highly regarded contributors 
illustrate the potentially enlightening relationship between economics and a wide range of social 
science disciplines. In addition, some important concepts for economic analysis for example the notion 
of routines, of social capital and of flexibility are explored from the vantage point of several social 
sciences. Postgraduate students in most social science disciplines and in economic sociology will find 
much to interest them in this book, as will students of psychology and economics.

Economics and the Social Sciences
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Indigenous Social Work around the World

How can mainstream Western social work learn from and in turn help advance indigenous practice? 
This volume brings together prominent international scholars involved in both Western and indigenous 
social work across the globe - including James Midgley, Linda Briskman, Alean Al-Krenawi and 
John R. Graham - to discuss some of the most significant global trends and issues relating to 
indigenous and cross-cultural social work. The contributors identify ways in which indigenization is 
shaping professional social work practice and education, and examine how social work can better 
address diversity in international exchanges and cross-cultural issues within and between countries. 
Key theoretical, methodological and service issues and challenges in the indigenization of social 
work are reviewed, including the way in which adaptation can lead to more effective practices within 
indigenous communities and emerging economies, and how adaptation can provide greater insight into 
cross-cultural understanding and practice.

Decolonizing Social Work

Riding on the success of Indigenous Social Work Around the World, this book provides case studies 
to further scholarship on decolonization, a major analytical and activist paradigm among many of 
the world’s Indigenous Peoples, including educators, tribal leaders, activists, scholars, politicians, 
and citizens at the grassroots level. Decolonization seeks to weaken the effects of colonialism and 
create opportunities to promote traditional practices in contemporary settings. Establishing language 
and cultural programs; honouring land claims, teaching Indigenous history, science, and ways of 
knowing; self-esteem programs, celebrating ceremonies, restoring traditional parenting approaches, 
tribal rites of passage, traditional foods, and helping and healing using tribal approaches are central 
to decolonization. These insights are brought to the arena of international social work still dominated 
by western-based approaches. Decolonization draws attention to the effects of globalization and the 
universalization of education, methods of practice, and international ’development’ that fail to embrace 
and recognize local knowledges and methods. In this volume, Indigenous and non-Indigenous social 
work scholars examine local cultures, beliefs, values, and practices as central to decolonization. 
Supported by a growing interest in spirituality and ecological awareness in international social work, 
they interrogate trends, issues, and debates in Indigenous social work theory, practice methods, and 
education models including a section on Indigenous research approaches. The diversity of perspec-
tives, decolonizing methodologies, and the shared struggle to provide effective professional social work 
interventions is reflected in the international nature of the subject matter and in the mix of contributors 
who write from their contexts in different countries and cultures, including Australia, Canada, Cuba, 
Japan, Jordan, Mexico, New Zealand, South Africa, and the USA.

Wicihitowin

Wícihitowin is the first Canadian social work book written by First Nations, Inuit and Métis authors who 
are educators at schools of social work across Canada. The book begins by presenting foundational 
theoretical perspectives that develop an understanding of the history of colonization and theories of 
decolonization and Indigenist social work. It goes on to explore issues and aspects of social work 
practice with Indigenous people to assist educators, researchers, students and practitioners to create 
effective and respectful approaches to social work with diverse populations. Traditional Indigenous 
knowledge that challenges and transforms the basis of social work with Indigenous and other peoples 
comprises a third section of the book. Wícihitowin concludes with an eye to the future, which the authors 
hope will continue to promote the innovations and creativity presented in this groundbreaking work.

Social Work with Indigenous Communities

In Social Work with Indigenous Communities - A human rights approach, Linda Briskman, social 
worker, academic and author of the acclaimed book The Black Grapevine - Aboriginal Activism and the 
Stolen Generations, throws down the gauntlet to practitioners and students of social work, challenging 
them to pursue a better, more informed way of meeting the unique needs of this community. The 
realisation of the human rights of Australia's Indigenous population has been marred by recurring 
and seemingly intractable issues such as poor health and over-representation in child welfare and 
juvenile justice systems. In this second edition, Briskman adopts a discursive human rights approach 
which offers the potential to center Indigenous rights and Indigenous voice. Fully updated, the book 
includes new chapters and references to literature and research which have been published since 



the first edition. There are specific chapters devoted to the areas of youth, health, criminal justice, 
children and families and an interrogation of different forms of social work practice such as casework, 
advocacy, research and community development. This book provides practitioners and students with 
a good understanding of the circumstances they will be presented with when working with Indigenous 
communities, and an opportunity to reframe their practice so that they can provide services that are the 
best fit for Indigenous aspirations and rights. Good practice is marked by recognition of the strengths of 
Indigenous communities and an understanding of how to acknowledge and facilitate these. A human 
rights framework offers the potential for this to be achieved.

Wícihitowin

Wícihitowin is the first Canadian social work book written by First Nations, Inuit and Métis authors who 
are educators at schools of social work across Canada. The book begins by presenting foundational 
theoretical perspectives that develop an understanding of the history of colonization and theories of 
decolonization and Indigenist social work. It goes on to explore issues and aspects of social work 
practice with Indigenous people to assist educators, researchers, students and practitioners to create 
effective and respectful approaches to social work with diverse populations. Traditional Indigenous 
knowledge that challenges and transforms the basis of social work with Indigenous and other peoples 
comprises a third section of the book. Wícihitowin concludes with an eye to the future, which the authors 
hope will continue to promote the innovations and creativity presented in this groundbreaking work.

Reconfiguring Citizenship

Citizenship as a status assumes that all those encompassed by the term 'citizen' are included, albeit 
within the boundaries of the nation-state. Yet citizenship practices can be both inclusionary and exclu-
sionary, with far-reaching ramifications for both nationals and non-nationals. This volume explores the 
concept of citizenship and its practices within particular contexts and nation-states to identify whether 
its claims to inclusivity are justified. This will show whether the exclusionary dimensions experienced 
by some citizens and non-citizens are linked to deficiencies in the concept, country-specific policies 
or how it is practised in different contexts. The interrogation of citizenship is important in a globalising 
world where crossing borders raises issues of diversity and how citizenship status is framed. This raises 
the issue of human rights and their protection within the nation-state for people whose lifestyles differ 
from the prevailing ones. Besides highlighting the importance of human rights and social justice as 
integral to citizenship, it affirms the role of the nation-state in safeguarding these matters. It does so by 
building on Indigenous peoples' insights about linking citizenship to connections to other people and the 
environment and arguing for the inalienability and portability of citizenship rights guaranteed collectively 
through international level agreements. These issues are of particular concern to social workers 
given that they must act in accordance with the principles of democracy, equality and empowerment. 
However, citizenship issues are often inadequately articulated in social work theory and practice. This 
book redresses this by providing social workers with insights, knowledge, values and skills about 
citizenship practices to enable them to work more effectively with those excluded from enjoying the 
full rights of citizenship in the nation-states in which they reside.

Walking in the Good Way

""Do you know how scary it is to want something so bad you're willing to change your whole life for 
it?"" Emily Cooper is ready to risk everything to be with the man who has consumed her thoughts and 
dreams since the fateful day they met. Unraveling fast, she can only cling to the hope that Gavin Blake 
still wants her. Nursing his wounded heart, Gavin has cut himself off from society and retreated into a 
self-destructive, mind-numbing world. Emily isn't used to being the strong one, but she'll have to find 
the daring and confidence within to fight for their love and bring Gavin back from the edge--even if it 
means losing herself to their all-consuming, pulse-pounding passion. A "New York Times" bestseller, 
"Pulse" is the unforgettable conclusion to the story of Emily and Gavin that began with "Collide."

Our Voices

The second edition of Our Voices is a ground-breaking collection of writings from Aboriginal social work 
educators who have collaborated to develop a toolkit of appropriate behaviours, interactions, networks, 
and intervention. The text explores a range of current and emerging social work practice issues such as 
cultural supervision, working with communities, understanding trauma, collaboration and relationship 
building, and the ubiquity of whiteness in Australian social work. It covers these issues with new and 



innovative approaches and provides valuable insights into how social work practice can be developed, 
taught and practiced in ways that more effectively engage Indigenous communities.

Indigenization Discourse in Social Work

This contributed volume provides an in-depth understanding of contemporary debates, discussions 
and insights on Indigenous social work theory, education and practice across the globe. Based on 
theoretical and empirical perspectives, authors collectively contribute to a comprehensive, critical and 
up-to-date discussion about Indigenous social work theories, decolonization of social work education, 
Indigenous social work curriculum, Indigenous social work practice, and cultural perspectives towards 
enhancing Indigenous social work education and practice. The key features of this book are: Critical 
insights into the historical evolution of Indigenous social work; Global debates on the westernization 
and indigenization of social work education; An overview of Indigenous social work and its practice 
in diverse cultural contexts; Critical perspective of Indigenous social work education; and Coverage 
of a diverse range of geographical areas. Indigenization Discourse in Social Work: International Per-
spectives is an indispensable resource for students, scholars, independent researchers, academicians, 
policymakers and practitioners who are working in the field of social work, especially those who are 
interested in Indigenous social work issues. Moreover, it is an invaluable text for students, scholars 
and academicians who are interested in international social work with a special focus on Indigenous 
social work. In addition, students and scholars in sociology, development studies, public policy and 
economics working with Indigenous people and who are interested in Indigenous studies will find this 
book useful as an interdisciplinary reference.

Social Work Practice for Promoting Health and Wellbeing

Promoting health and wellbeing is an essential part of all effective social work – not just for practice 
in healthcare settings. In fact, the IFSW holds that ‘social workers in all settings are engaged in health 
work’ and physical and mental resilience can make a major difference to all service users’ lives. Drawing 
on international literature and research, the authors collected here encourage thinking about the social, 
political, cultural, emotional, spiritual, economic and spatial aspects of health and wellbeing, and 
how they impact on the unique strengths and challenges of working with particular populations and 
communities. Divided into three parts, the first section outlines the major theoretical paradigms and 
critical debates around social work and ideas of wellbeing, globalisation, risk and vulnerability, and 
the natural environment. The second part goes on to explore how diverse understandings of culture, 
identity, spirituality and health require different strategies for meeting health and wellbeing needs. The 
final part presents a variety of examples of social work research in relation to health and wellbeing 
with specific populations, including mental health. Exploring how structural inequality, oppression and 
stigma can impact upon people, and drawing upon a social model of health, this book is an important 
read for all practitioners and researchers interested in social work, public health and social inclusion.

Social Work Practice in Remote Communities

Health services practice or working with clients facing health issues requires diverse approaches and 
wide-ranging knowledge. In this fully revised and expanded second edition, Melissa Petrakis draws 
on the experience and expertise of leading researchers and practitioners to provide a guide to the 
disparate settings in which social workers are engaged and the conceptual frameworks and skills 
needed for effective practice. Including new chapters on compassion in healthcare, neoliberalism and 
health, social justice, suicidal distress, and health social work in regional, rural and remote settings, 
the book begins by examining the nature of health social work and considers its core values and 
principles. Part I also provides an overview of the social determinants of health. Part II explores key 
areas of practice including trauma-informed practice, mental health, aged care, dual diagnosis and 
working with people living with disability. Part III looks at politicised issues, reform agendas in the 
field including indigenous approaches to health, refugee health, and concludes by considering how 
a focus on well-being informed by Maori approaches could provide new insights into better practice. 
Underpinning the book throughout is a clear guide to assessment procedures, case management, 
strengths-based practices and developing effective partnerships and collaboration. All this makes 
Social Work Practice in Health a key reference tool for social work students and practitioners.

Social Work Practice in Health



Taking a new and innovative angle on social work, this book seeks to remedy the lack of holistic 
perspectives currently used in Western social work practice by exploring Indigenous and other culturally 
diverse understandings and experiences of healing. This book examines six core areas of healing 
through a holistic lens that is grounded in a decolonizing perspective. Situating integrative healing within 
social work education and theory, the book takes an interdisciplinary approach, drawing from social 
memory and historical trauma, contemplative traditions, storytelling, healing literatures, integrative 
health, and the traditional environmental knowledge of Indigenous Peoples. In exploring issues of water, 
creative expression, movement, contemplation, animals, and the natural world in relation to social 
work practice, the book will appeal to all scholars, practitioners, and community members interested 
in decolonization and Indigenous studies.

Decolonizing Pathways towards Integrative Healing in Social Work

Offers peer-reviewed annotated bibliographies on social work as a discipline grounded in social theory 
and the improvement of peoples' lives. Bibliographies are browseable by subject area and keyword 
searchable. Contains a "My OBO" function that allows users to create personalized bibliographies of 
individual citations from different bibliographies.

Oxford Bibliographies

A thorough exploration of diversity and social justice within the field of social work Multicultural Social 
Work Practice: A Competency-Based Approach to Diversity and Social Justice, 2nd Edition has been 
aligned with the Council on Social Work Education's 2015 Educational Policy and Standards and 
incorporates the National Association of Social Workers Standards of Cultural Competence. New 
chapters focus on theoretical perspectives of critical race theory, microaggressions and changing 
societal attitudes, and evidence-based practice on research-supported approaches for understanding 
the influence of cultural differences on the social work practice. The second edition includes an 
expanded discussion of religion and spirituality and addresses emerging issues affecting diverse 
populations, such as women in the military. Additionally, Implications for Multicultural Social Work 
Practice' at the end of each chapter assist you in applying the information you have learned. Multicultural 
Social Work Practice, 2nd Edition provides access to important guidance regarding culturally sensitive 
social work practice, including the sociopolitical and social justice aspects of effective work in this 
field. This thoroughly revised edition incorporates new content and pedagogical features, including: 
Theoretical frameworks for multicultural social work practice Microaggressions in social work practice 
Evidence-based multicultural social work practice New chapter overviews, learning objectives, and 
reflection questions Multicultural Social Work Practice, 2nd Edition is an integral guide for students 
and aspiring social workers who want to engage in diversity and difference.

Multicultural Social Work Practice

The Strengths Perspective in Social Work Practice presents an unrivaled collection of essays, explains 
the strengths-based philosophy, demonstrates how it works, and provides clear and practical tools 
for its application. This third edition includes four new chapters, including subjects such as spirituality 
and disability; oppression and the strengths of the cultures of First Nations peoples; discovering the 
strengths of social workers in working with grass-roots welfare movements; and a new look at resilience, 
children, and community. In addition, many other chapters have been significantly updated with new 
references, new case vignettes, and new research. The study questions have been revised to reflect 
the changing knowledge in the field. This is possibly the most extensive and varied text in the rapidly 
expanding field of strengths literature.

The Strengths Perspective in Social Work Practice

Provides a detailed and extensive comparison of how the physical environment has been conceptu-
alized in social work and other professions, and offers a new and attractive foundational metaphor for 
social work. This book promotes more comprehensive notions of responsibility, identity, and steward-
ship.

Social Work and the Environment

Winner of the 2015 Educational Publishing Awards Australia - Scholarly Resource Most people of 
European background are not aware that they see the world through the lens of the Western tradition, 



but for Indigenous people, it can seem like a foreign language. Indigenous ways of thinking and working 
are grounded in many thousands of years of oral tradition, and continue among Australian Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Island people today. Lorraine Muller shows that understanding traditional holistic 
approaches to social and emotional wellbeing is essential for practitioners working with Indigenous 
clients across the human services. She explores core principles of traditional Indigenous knowledge 
in Australia, including relatedness, Country, circular learning, stories, and spirituality. She then shows 
how these principles represent a theory for Indigenous practice. A Theory for Indigenous Australian 
Health and Human Service Work offers a deep insight into Indigenous Australian ways of working with 
people, in the context of a decolonisation framework. It is an invaluable resource for both Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous practitioners and researchers in health, social work, community work, education 
and related fields. 'In today's global environment, where Indigenous Peoples continue to fight for 
self-determination, Muller's work is an exemplary model of Indigenous self- determination. It is bound 
to be a foundational model of Indigenous practice in field of health and well-being.' - Michael Hart, 
Canada Research Chair in Indigenous Knowledges and Social Work, University of Manitoba 'Lorraine 
Muller's work covers some centrally important issues for those that work with Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people, and who want to understand indigenous knowledge frameworks.' - Dr Mark 
Wenitong, Apunipima Cape York Health Council

A Theory for Indigenous Australian Health and Human Service Work

All of us, as Canadians, are touched throughout our lives by some aspect of social welfare, either 
as recipients, donors, or taxpayers. But despite the importance of the social network in our country, 
there has been no single source of information about this critical component of our society. Even 
professionals in the field of social work or social services have not had a comprehensive volume 
addressing the myriad features of this critical societal structure. The Encyclopedia of Canadian Social 
Work fills this need. Over five hundred topics important to Canadian social work are covered, written 
by a highly diverse group of social workers covering all aspects of the field and all areas of the country. 
Practitioners, policy makers, academics, social advocates, researchers, students, and administrators 
present a rich overview of the complexity and diversity of social work and social welfare as it exists 
in Canada. The principal finding from this project underscores the long-held perception that there is 
a Canadian model of social work that is unique and stands as a useful model to other countries. The 
Encyclopedia of Canadian Social Work will be an important source of information, both to Canadians 
and to interested groups around the world. The Encyclopedia of Canadian Social Work is available in 
e-book version by subscription or from university and college libraries through the following vendors: 
Canadian Electronic Library, Ebrary, MyiLibrary, and Netlibrary.

Encyclopedia of Canadian Social Work

Based on the practice expertise and research of social workers from developing and developed 
countries worldwide, this book examines the relationship between social work and health inequalities 
in the context of globalisation.

Social Work and Global Health Inequalities

A comprehensive yet concise text that provides a broad overview of the main fields of practice in social 
work.

Social Work

Our Voices: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Work is a groundbreaking collection of writings 
from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and non-Indigenous Australian social work educators and 
students. Through the exploration of a number of important contemporary social work practice issues, 
including cultural supervision, working with communities, understanding trauma, collaboration and 
relationship building and narrative practice, this book provides valuable insights into how social work 
practice can be developed, taught and practiced in ways that are culturally safe and competent. It offers 
the collective voice of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and allied colleagues as a foundation for 
creating the conditions of possibility that will aid in the transformation of Australian social work into a 
field of work that honours its ethical and moral aims, and serves the best interests of all.

Our Voices



This contributed volume offers a holistic understanding of social work practice in deprived commu-
nities through its thematization of understanding deprived communities globally, the development of 
competencies for social work practice in and with deprived communities, social work education as 
a community development tool, and the empowerment of social workers in deprived communities. 
Inequality as a globally recognized challenge is extensively elaborated within the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and the Global Agenda program for social work, making this a timely 
and important contribution to the literature. Deprived communities, used in this book to mean slums, 
ghettos, favelas, and low-income, remote, underserved, vulnerable, impoverished, underdeveloped, 
disadvantaged, or less-favoured communities, exist worldwide and are conceptualized under different 
terms and concepts. For that reason, social work, specifically in deprived areas, is not sufficiently 
recognized as a specific field of practice within community work. As a result, this volume features 
contributions that: provide a conceptual clarification of many different terms that are used for describing 
deprived communities and offer a systematic literature review on community processes and effects 
on well-being in underdeveloped communities; map different fields of social work involvement in 
deprived communities with concrete practice examples; and, stress why social work as a profession 
needs support and how it can be empowered to improve its capacities in deprived communities. With 
international authorship and perspectives on social work approaches for deprived communities from 
India, Sub-Saharan Africa, North and Central Europe, and North America, Practicing Social Work 
in Deprived Communities is an essential resource for social workers, social work educators, and 
community development practitioners. The text also should be of interest to students of social work, 
as well as other professionals and researchers working within community development and deprived 
communities.

Practicing Social Work in Deprived Communities

Divided into three parts, this field-defining work explores what environmental social work is, and how 
it can be put into practice. It focuses on theory, discussing ecological and social justice, as well as 
sustainability, spirituality and human rights.

Environmental Social Work

This resource is written for health professionals working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people experiencing social and emotional wellbeing issues and mental health conditions. It provides 
information on the issues influencing mental health, good mental health practice, and strategies for 
working with specific groups. Over half of the authors in this second edition are Indigenous people 
themselves, reflecting the growing number ?of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander experts who are 
writing and adding to the body of knowledge around mental health and associated areas.

Emerging from the Margins

Weaving together interdisciplinary theory and research, as well as the results from a national survey 
of practitioners, the authors describe a spiritually oriented model for practice that places clients' 
challenges and goals within the context of their deepest meanings and highest aspirations. Using 
richly detailed case examples and thought-provoking activities, this highly accessible text illustrates the 
professional values and ethical principles that guide spiritually sensitive practice. It presents definitions 
and conceptual models of spirituality and religion; draws connections between spiritual diversity and 
cultural, gender, and sexual orientation diversity; and offers insights from Buddhism, Christianity, Con-
fucianism, Hinduism, Indigenous religions, Islam, Judaism, Existentialism, and Transpersonal theory. 
Eminently practical, it guides professionals in understanding and assessing spiritual development and 
related mental health issues and outlines techniques that support transformation and resilience, such 
as meditation, mindfulness, ritual, forgiveness, and engagement of individual and community-based 
spiritual support systems.

Working Together

Social Work in a Global Context engages with, and critically explores, key issues that inform social work 
practice around the world. Social work can take many forms, and is differently understood in different 
parts of the world. However, at base, it can be seen as a profession which strives to advance the causes 
of the vulnerable and marginalised with the aim of promoting social justice, equality, and human rights. 
This text provides examples of social work in a wide range of countries, informing our understanding 
of what social work is. It looks at how practice changes or stays the same, and at the impact of policy, 



as experienced by service users as well as by practitioners working in challenging circumstances. It 
also meaningfully reflects on the strengths and challenges that are enabled by diversity. Divided into 
four parts, this wide-ranging text discusses: - what social work means in four different countries -some 
examples of the impact social and political context can have on social work practice - how social workers 
see and work with the vulnerable - the future for social work, from disaster work to involving service 
users. Social Work in a Global Context is the first truly international book for all those interested in 
comparative and cross-cultural understandings of social work.

Spiritual Diversity in Social Work Practice

This book demonstrates the central role of ethical character in effective social work practice. Showcas-
ing select biographies of social workers, it reveals how skilled practitioners have developed such core 
virtues as compassion, love, commitment, prudence, respect for human dignity and a critical sense of 
social justice through the course of their working lives, and how they apply these virtues in a wide variety 
of settings and situations to enhance the well-being of the people and communities they work with. As 
such, the book offers a powerful and inspiring resource to help educators, students and practitioners 
understand the unbreakable link between what social workers and other social welfare and social 
development professionals do and who they are, and thereby cultivate core qualities that should be 
promoted. “Pawar, Hugman, Alexandra and Anscombe have found a novel and creative way to explore 
virtues in social work by examining the career contributions of a group of social work practitioners 
engaged in ‘virtuous action’. Their stories are inspiring and they provide much-needed role models 
for students and practitioners embarking on empowering practice” – Dr. Mel Gray, Professor of Social 
Work, The University of Newcastle. New South Wales, Australia. "In an age where the virtues of truth, 
cooperation and “doing the right thing” are increasingly being eroded in public life, this book serves 
as both an inspiration and invaluable resource to all social work practitioners seeking to reflect on, 
and improve their practice" - Dr. Martin Ryan, Social Worker, Counsellor/Community Educator, Jesuit 
Social Services, Melbourne. “The editors are to be commended for examining the virtuous characters 
of these ten professional social workers. The use of detailed biographies is an innovative and important 
approach which helps us to appreciate just what a tremendous impact the virtues can have." - Dr. 
Christian B. Miller, A. C. Reid Professor of Philosophy, Director, The Character Project, Wake Forest 
University, USA.

Social Work in a Global Context

Since the 1980s, bands and tribal councils have developed unique community-based child welfare 
services to better protect Aboriginal children. Protecting Aboriginal Children explores contemporary 
approaches to the protection of Aboriginal children through interviews with practising social workers 
employed at Aboriginal child welfare organizations and the child protection service in British Columbia. 
It places current practice in a sociohistorical context, describes emerging practice in decolonizing 
communities, and identifies the effects of political and media controversy on social workers. This is 
the first book to document emerging practice in Aboriginal communities and describe child protection 
practice simultaneously from the point of view of the Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal social worker.

Empowering Social Workers

The history of child welfare through the eyes of children themselves. Children's Experiences of Welfare 
in Modern Britain demonstrates how the young have been integral to the creation, delivery, and impact 
of welfare. The book brings together the very latest research on welfare as provided by the state, char-
ities, and families in nineteenth- and twentieth-century Britain. The ten chapters consider a wide range 
of investments in young people's lives, including residential institutions, Commonwealth emigration 
schemes, hospitals and clinics, schools, social housing, and familial care. Drawing upon thousands 
of personal testimonies and oral histories--including a wealth of writing by children themselves--the 
book shows that we can only understand the history and impact of welfare if we listen to children's 
experiences.

Protecting Aboriginal Children

Social Workers in Australia are increasingly called upon to work across social differences in ways that 
promote social justice and challenge growing inequity, and anti-oppressive practice has been put at the 
heart of qualifying programmes. In this exciting new collection, some of Australia's leading social work 
academics explore working across so-called human differences within the context of contemporary 



social work. By drawing on the insights and theories of people who have been positioned as 'different', 
the authors use practice vignettes and original data to provide ways to join theory and practice, with 
a primary focus on thinking about how to change patterns of social difference. Whether a social work 
student or an experienced practitioner, Working Across Differences is essential reading for anyone who 
values anti-oppressive practice and social justice

Children's Experiences of Welfare in Modern Britain

The editors and contributors, who are engaged in a broad array of professional interests, hope that 
readers will find this book both inspiring and challenging as they teach and learn from each other 
across Asia Pacific. Australian and NZ authors.

Working Across Difference

This book focuses on promoting health equity and addressing health disparities among Indigenous 
peoples of the United States (U.S.) and associated Territories in the Pacific Islands and Caribbean. It 
provides an overview of the current state of health equity across social, physical, and mental health 
domains to provide a preliminary understanding of the state of Indigenous health equity. Part 1 of 
the book traces the promotive, protective, and risk factors related to Indigenous health equity. Part 
2 reports promising pathways to achieving and transcending health equity through the description of 
interventions that address and promote wellness related to key outcomes. The chapters in this book 
were originally published as a special issue of the Journal of Ethnic & Cultural Diversity in Social Work.

Social Work Field Education and Supervision Across Asia Pacific

The importance of integrating indigenous knowledge systems into mainstream social work and ensur-
ing context-specific, culturally relevant practice has long been emphasised in Africa and the Global 
South. This book, based on empirical research, presents a selection of indigenous and innovative 
models and approaches of problem solving that will inspire social work practice and education. At the 
core of these models lies a conceptual understanding of the community as the overarching principle 
for effective social work and social development in African contexts. The empirical part of the book has 
a focus on East Africa and highlights case examples from Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, Burundi, and 
Kenya. The book is intended for use by those involved in social work and social development practice, 
social work educators, students, as well as policy makers. It is relevant not just for audiences in Africa 
but also the global social work community, especially those interested in promoting culturally relevant 
social work.

Indigenous Health Equity and Wellness

Now in its second edition, Determinants of Indigenous Peoples’ Health adds current issues in environ-
mental politics to the groundbreaking materials from the first edition. The text is a vibrant compilation of 
scholarly papers by research experts in the field, reflective essays by Indigenous leaders, and poetry 
that functions as a creative outlet for healing. This timely edited collection addresses the knowledge gap 
of the health inequalities unique to Indigenous peoples as a result of geography, colonialism, economy, 
and biology. In this revised edition, new pieces explore the relationship between Indigenous bodies and 
the land on which they reside, the impact of resource extraction on landscapes and livelihoods, and 
death and the complexities of intergenerational family relationships. This volume also offers an updated 
structure and a foreword by Dr. Evan Adams, Chief Medical Officer of the First Nations Health Authority. 
This is a vital resource for students in the disciplines of health studies, Indigenous studies, public and 
population health, community health sciences, medicine, nursing, and social work who want to broaden 
their understanding of the social determinants of health. Ultimately, this is a hopeful text that aspires 
to a future in which Indigenous peoples no longer embody health inequality.

Social Work Practice in Africa

This book will inspire the next generation of social work and human service practitioners to integrate 
research into their everyday social justice practice. Through highlighting the centrality of values to 
the task of research and the possibilities for enacting social justice through our research practice, it 
argues for respectful, meaningful, and just relationships with the people with whom we do research 
and build knowledge; acknowledges the ongoing impact of colonialism; respects diversity; and commits 
to working towards social change. With First Nations Worldviews – ways of knowing, ways of being, 



ways of doing – weaved throughout the text, this book seeks to both reclaim ancient knowledges 
and disrupt Western research traditions. Divided into three sections, this book provides a strong 
rationale for the importance of research skills to social work and human service practice; a step-by-step 
guide on doing social research aimed at novice researchers; a series of examples of applied social 
justice projects Bringing the authors’ passion for finding new ways of ‘doing’ research and contesting 
traditional research paradigms of objectivity and the scientific, it advocates for knowledge building that 
is participatory, emancipatory, and empowered. It will be required reading for all social work and human 
service students at both the undergraduate and master's level as well as professionals looking to put 
research into practice.

Determinants of Indigenous Peoples' Health, Second Edition

In many areas of the world, there has been an earlier indigenous population, which has been conquered 
by a more recent population group. In Social Welfare with Indigenous Peoples, the editors and contrib-
utors examine the treatment of many indigenous populations from five continental areas: Africa (Sierra 
Leone, Zimbabwe); Australasia, New Zealand; Central and South America (Brazil, Mexico); Europe 
(Scandinavia, Spain) and North America. They found that, regardless of whether the newer immigrants 
became the majority population, as in North America, or the minority population, such as in Africa, 
there were many similarities in how the indigenous peoples were treated and in their current situations. 
This treatment is examined from many perspectives: political subjugation; negligence; shifting focus 
of social policy; social and legal discrimination; provision of social services; and ethnic, cultural and 
political rejuvenation.

Using Social Research for Social Justice

This book explores how understanding the Aboriginal kinship system in Australia can better inform 
policy and practice in social work. It is based on the author's PhD research with the Larrakia and 
Warumungu Peoples of the Northern Territory, which looked at the role of kinship in their lives. The book 
also discusses respectful understandings of knowledge and research, and the place of the researcher 
inside their research.

Social Welfare with Indigenous Peoples

" ... The Handbook of Critical and Indigenous Methodologies extends beyond the investigation of 
qualitative inquiry itself to explorer the indigenous and nonindigenous voices that inform research, 
policy, politics, and social justice". -- BACKCOVER.

Let's Talk Kinship

Handbook of Critical and Indigenous Methodologies

Social Policy for Effective Practice: A Strengths Approach

Amazon.com: Social Policy for Effective Practice: A Strengths Approach: 9780415873390: Chapin, 
Rosemary: Books.

Social Policy for Effective Practice: A Strengths Approach

31 Mar 2023 — A prolific author, she is renowned for her work on the strengths perspective, 
home-based and community-based supports and services, and social ...

Social Policy for Effective Practice: A Strengths Approach ...

Social Policy for Effective Practice: A Strengths Approach (New Directions in Social Work): Chapin, 
Rosemary Kennedy, Lewis, Melinda: 9781032226385: Amazon.com ...

d5a5n2_Social_Policy_for_Effect...

by J Finn — tools to stay up-to-the-minute on policy practice issues and influence social policy. • 
Comprehensive attention to diversity and civil rights, how policies and.

New Directions in Social Work: A Routledge Series



6th Edition. By Rosemary Kennedy Chapin, Melinda Lewis March 31, 2023. Social Policy for Effective 
Practice: A Strengths Approach sharpens students' awareness ...

Social Policy for Effective Practice | A Strengths Approach

by RK Chapin · 2023 · Cited by 139 — Rosemary Kennedy Chapin, Melinda Lewis. Edition 6th Edition. 
First Published 2023. eBook Published 31 March 2023. Pub. Location New York.

Social Policy for Effective Practice: A Strengths Approach ...

Social Policy for Effective Practice: A Strengths Approach (New Directions in Social Work) by Chapin, 
Rosemary Kennedy; Lewis, Melinda - ISBN 10: 0367357054 ...

Social Policy for Effective Practice: A Strengths Approach

DR. ROSEMARY KENNEDY CHAPIN is an award-winning teacher and researcher, possessing exten-
sive program development experience in the social policy arena. After ...

Social Policy for Effective Practice: A Strengths Approach ...

New Directions in Social Work is an innovative, integrated series offering a ... Rosemary Kennedy 
Chapin is an award-winning teacher and researcher ...

Social Policy for Effective Practice: A Strengths Approach ...

The new edition comprehensively covers the process of defining need, analyzing social policy, and 
developing policy, and each chapter builds on the practical ...
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